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Crimea’s self-

L inian servi defend'.he
defense forces ini;

By JosH LEDERMAN
The Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Issu-
ing an outright warning to Mos-
cow, Vice President Joe Biden
declared Wednesday the Unit-
ed States will respond to any
aggression against its NATO
allies, as Russia’s neighbors
looked warily to the escalating
crisis in nearby Ukraine.

Standing side by side with a
pair of Baltic leaders in Vilnius,
Lithuania, Biden said the U.S.
was “absolutely committed” to

ments

sia,
Us.

against

defending its allies, adding that
President Barack Obama plans
to seek concrete commit-
from

members to ensure

the alliance
d its col-
lective security.

In a jab at Rus-
he said the
stands reso-
lutely with Baltic
states in support of
the Ukrainian people
Russian
aggression.

Crimea, on

ters a (hyaﬂer Russia slgmd a treaty with local authorities to annex the region.

‘Absolutely committed”

Biden sends warning to Putin as Russian forces take over in Crimea

can

“Russia cannot escape the
fact that the world is chang-
ing and rejecting outright
their behavior,” Biden
said, after meeting in
Vilnius with Lithua-
nian President Dalia
Grybauskaite
Latvian President
Andris Berzins.
Biden’scomments
came at the close
of a two-day trip
to Lithuania and Po-
l land with a two-

pronged

theme: sending a stern mes-
sage to Russian President
Vladimir Putin that the U.S.
won’t abide Russian interven-
tion in Ukraine, and reassur-
ing fretful NATO allies that
the U.S. and others will come
to their defense if necessary.

“We're in this with you, to-
gether,” Biden said.

Amid the tough talk from
Biden and the Baltic leaders,
Russia’s annexation of Crimea
was increasingly looking like a
foregone conclusion.

SEE WARNING ON PAGE 10
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Setting the record straight: 24 GIs receive Medal of Honor

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON
hey made seemingly impossible
solo assaults on enemy bunkers, or
refused to leave their positions as
they covered fellow soldiers with-

drawing before overwhelming onslaughts.
Many ignored terrible wounds and kept
fighting until they died, or until they pre-
vailed. They killed hundreds of hostile

troops and saved the lives of many broth-
ers in arms.

The 24 soldiers honored in a historic cer-
emony Tuesday at the White House fought
in World War II and the wars in Korea
and Vietnam with all the ferocious skill
and selfless bravery required of Medal of
Honor recipients.

But until this week, each was the recipi-
ent of the second highest award a soldier
can receive — the Distinguished Service
Cross. And for decades, suspicion lingered

that for some of them, the nation’s highest
military honor was withheld not because
they lacked daring or military prowess, but
because of their family names, or because
of skin color or religion.

After a congressionally mandated 12-
year review of hundreds of valor medals in
an effort to make sure prejudice played no
role in Medal of Honor awards, the Army
found that it had failed to properly recog-
nize some of its bravest and best.

SEE RECORD ON PAGE 2
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“The RNC had become
basically a U-Haul trailer
of cash that gets hooked

up to a nominee for a
short period of time and
then the national party

went away for three
years.”

—Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus

See story on Page 9
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Record: Medal ceremony aims to correct historical injustice, Obama says

FROM FRONT PAGE

“And today we have the chance
to set the record straight,” Presi-
dent Barack Obama said in the
East Room at the White House.
“No nation is perfect, but here in
America, we confront our imper-
fections and face a sometimes
painful past, including the truth
that some of these soldiers fought
and died for a country that did not
always see them as equal.”

Most of the recipients Tuesday
are Hispanic-American, while
one is African-American and
the other is Jewish. During the
review, Army researchers also
found five non-minority soldiers
who should have received the
Medal of Honor.

Only three of the 24 — Viet-
nam veterans Santiago J. Erevia,
Melvin Morris and Jose Rodela
— lived to personally receive the
Medal of Honor. Another 10 were
killed in action, and the rest died
in the decades after the wars in
which they fought.

Don’t look for bitterness over
past wrongs among those who
saw their medal awards upgraded
Tuesday.

One of the three living recipi-
ents, retired Green Beret Mor-
ris, 72, told Stars and Stripes in
an interview Monday he wasn’t
thinking about medals at all as he
recovered from three gunshots
he received in September 1969.
That’s when he made three risky
but ultimately successful charges
into an enemy bunker complex to
recover the body of a fellow Spe-
cial Forces NCO.

And he’d already re-enlisted
when he heard in 1970 that he
would receive the Distinguished
Service Cross.

“I didn’t worry about it. I hadn’t
finished my job ... to beat the
enemy,” he said. “I just felt like T
was supposed to do a whole year
(in Vietnam) and I didn’t do it.”

Morris said he never wanted to
dwell on why he hadn’t received
the Medal of Honor originally,
but he admitted that a call from
Obama in 2013 — whom he said
apologized for the earlier medal
award — affected him deeply.

“I don’t hold anything against
anyone,” Morris said. “Times
change, times move forward,
and we look back to correct some
things — so I feel good about
that”

Charles R. Baldonado, younger
brother of one of the posthumous
Medal of Honor recipients Tues-
day, said he’d heard many times
over the years that Cpl. Joe R.

Potos BY Rick Vasquez/Stars and Stripes

The Medal of Honor was awarded to Staff Sgt. Melvin Morris, Sgt. 1st Class Jose Rodela and Spc.

Santiago

J. Erevia at the White House on Tuesday. The three men were the only living veterans to receive

the medal out of 24 that the government concluded should have been honored long ago.

I'1
That was then, and now is now, things have changed dramatically for the
better. We still have a long way to go, but we'll get there. It's the American way. 7

Charles R. Baldonado

brother of posthumous Medal of Honor recipient Cpl. Joe R. Baldonado

4 8o -
From left, President Barack Obama presents Medals of Honor to Sgt. Ashley Randall, accepting on behalf

of her grandfather, Pvt.

. Demensio Rivera; Lenora Alvarado, accepting on behalf of her father, Spec. 4

Leonard L. Alvarado; and Nancy Weinstein, accepting on behalf of her husband, Sgt. Jack Weinstein.

Baldonado deserved the nation’s
highest honor.

In November 1950, the young
soldier had held off the enemy for
hours in an exposed machine gun
position before being killed in a
final charge.

His brother, never wanting to
succumb to negativity or anger,

pushed thoughts of prejudice out of
his mind. But as it had for Morris,
a call from President Obama con-
vinced him to accept the reality
that prejudice had influenced the
award his brother had received.

“It sort of sank in a little bit that
maybe it was something like that,”
Baldonado said.

But in the same instant, the
president’s call reassured him.

“That was then, and now is now,
things have changed dramatically
for the better,” he said. “We still
have a long way to go, but we’ll get
there. It's the American way.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_
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hon
The Medal of Honor
awarded to 24
veterans who were
passed over, many
due to
discrimination

On Tuesday, President Barack Obama
awarded the nation's highest award for valor
in combat — the Medal of Honor — to 24
Army veterans who were identified by a
Pentagon review of discrimination in the
awarding of military medals.

The honor comes too late for 21 of the
recipients — only three, all from the Vietnam
War, are still alive. Eight of the recipients
served in Vietnam, nine in the Korean War
and seven in World War Il.

Al of them had received the Distinguished
Service Cross. The Pentagon review,
ordered by Congress in 2002, determined
Wwhether deserving Hispanic and Jewish
veterans had been discriminated against in
receiving the lesser award when their
courage under fire justified the nation's
highest honor.

Of Tuesday's honorees, 17 are Latino, and
another is Jewish. The review found that the
remaining six — including an
African-American — also deserved the
medal.

Total medals
awarded

3,504

A different medal is
awarded for each
branch of the military.
Shown is the Army's
Medal of Honor.

Medals Navy 29.9*
by service (1,046 medals)
branch o Coaet g

Army

69.6%
(2.440)

Percent awarded
posthumously

Awarded

.| posthumously
18.4%

(645 medals)
L Awarded
while living

81.6
(2,859)

Medals of Honor by conflict

Major conflicts since 1900
World War | 124
World War Ii an
Korean War 145
Vietnam War 256
Somalia, 2 Afghanistan, 8 Iraq, 4

FOR SERVICE IN WORLD WAR Il — 7

Near th
GormanBelgian border
While on patrol, Cano lay
motionless as enemy
approached, then threw
a grenade, wounding or

ng thern al; Cano was
injured in this
engagement or shortly
thereafter.

Pvt. Joe Gandara

June 9, 1944

Northern coast of
rance

Gandara advanced while
his unit was pinned down
by Germans, taking out
three machine guns
before he was killed.

Staff Sgt.|

Salvador Lara

May 27-28, 1944

West coast of Italy, near
Rome

With a severely wounded
leg, Lara did not stop for
medical help but
continued to advance,
single-handedly taking out
a German machine gun.

William Leonard
Nov.7, 1944

Eastern France, near
Germany

Leonard's group was
reduced to eight men in a
brutal battle; he led them
in an assault to capture a
roadblock despite heavy
resistance and having
been shot

Oct. 9, 1944
Northern ltaly, near
Bologna

Mendoza, while
wounded; broke up a
German counterattack;
he fended off 200 troops,

resulting in 30 enemy
casualties.

No
photo
available

Sgt. Alfred Nietzel

Nov. 18, 1944

Near Germany’s
borders with Belgium
and the Netherlands
Nietzel held off enemy
advances while ordering
remaining squad to
retreat; he stalled the
enemy long enough for
reinforcements to arrive
before being killed.

1st Lt. Donald Schwab
Sept. 17, 1944
Eastern France, near
Switzerland
Schwab approached an
enemy machine

alone, hit an ef
Soldier with the butt of hs
rifle, then dragged him to
friendly territory, causing
the enemy to withdraw.

FOR SERVICE IN KOREAN WAR — 9

Cpl. Joe Baldonado
Nov. 25, 1950

Outside Pyongyang,
North Kore

Ba\donado, a machine
gunner, manned his
weapon from an exposed
position and repen ed
repeated er

advances, Iosmg his life
in the effort.

Sgt. Victor Espinoza
Aug 1, 1952

uth Korea, near
Sordor i Novih
While attacking with his
platoon,
Evertook a machine-gun
crew, an enemy tunnel
and two bunkers.

Sgt. 1st Class
Eduardo Gomez

Sept. 3, 1950

Central South Korea
Gomez's company was
attacked and outmanned
by the enemy; Gomez
was injured while
assaulting a manned
tank, then provided
protective fire as his
company retreated.

Pfc. Leonard Kravitz

March 6-7, 1951

East of Seoul, South
orea

While Kravitz's unit
withdrew, he remained at

saved his entire platoon

Master Sgt.
Juan Negron

April 28, 1951

Near Pyongyang,

North Korea

Negron refused to leave
his vulnerable flank
position when other
members of his company
withdrew, fighting off an
enemy assault with
grenades.

Sept. 4, 1950

Southern South Korea
Pena manned a machine
gun to cover his unit's
retreat when f ran low on
ammunition duri
Counterattack: he held off
he enemy overnight,
then was killed.

No
photo
available

. Demensio Rive
May 22-23, 1951
Southern tip of South
Korea

Rivera’s rifle broke,
forcing him to use his
pistol and grenades; he
was severely wounded by
his own grenade, which
he used to kill four of the
enemy.

Pvt. Miguel Vera

Sept. 21, 1952

North Korea, close to
border with South
Although wounded, Vera
volunteered to rejoin his
platoon to resume an
attack; while
single-handedly covering
his unit's retreat, he was
Killed.

Sgt. Jack Weinstein

Oct. 19, 1951

Southern South Korea
Weinstein stayed back to
cover his unit's
withdrawal; after running
out of rifle ammo, he
used his grenades to
hold off the enemy until
his unit was able to come
back for him.

FOR SERVICE IN VIETNAM WAR — 8

Spc. Leonard Alvarado
Aug. 12, 1969
Southeast Vietnam

On a mission to help a
trapped platoon, Alvarado
advanced through enemy
fire and pulled back
several soldiers before he
was killed.

fl &Y ¢
I 1Y

Felix Conde-Falcon
April 4, 1969

Near what is now

Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnar

Conde- Fa\con was killed
while his plator

them as he advanced.

Sgt. Ardie Copas
May 12, 1970
Cambodia, near the
Vietnamese border

After his armored vehicle
was hit, a wound

Copas. vetumed m it and
held back the enemy
whie oihers were
evacuated: he was kiled
in the batt

SOURCES: U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor Society, U.S. Army

- /
Sgt. Jesus Duran
Apri/ w 7969

Ne cm jiii iy,
Viet

Dumn‘ a
machine-gunner, fired at
the enemy and force
them to retreat during a
mission to clear a
bunker complex, saving
several wounded
Americans.

Living recipient

May 21, 1969
Northern side of South
Vietnam, on the coast
While helping wounded
soldiers, Erevia came
under enemy attack; he
counterattacked, taking
over enemy bunkers
more than 150 feet away.

Sgt. Candelario Garcia
Dec. 8, 1968

Outside what is now
Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam

After his platoon
discovered an enem

two enemy
Tescied two casualies
and helped the platoon
advance.

Living recipient

Sept. 17, 1969
Northern tip of
Vietnam
Moris led a mission to
recover the body of a
fallen soldier, clearing
out numerous bunkers
with grenades and
suffering three injuries.

Living recipient
Sept. 1, 1969
Eastern coast of
Vietnam

In the confusion of a

physically pushed his
company members into a
defensive position,
saving lives by
preventing chaos.

Tvier Davis anp Rick Tuma, Cricaco TRiBUNE/MCT
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Officers, wife
voice support
for Sinclair

By MIcHAEL BIESECKER
The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — An Army general who
admitted to inappropriate relationships with three
subordinates was described as a selfless leader by
fellow officers on Wednesday during testimony that
the defense hopes will lead to a lenient sentence.

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair also broke down in
tears when one of his attorneys read a letter his wife
wrote.

Sinclair’s sentencing hearing was expected to
wrap up in the afternoon after both sides deliver
closing arguments. It’s not clear, though, how long it
will take the judge to decide on Sinclair’s sentence.

Sinclair faces a maximum of 21Y2 years in prison
and dismissal from the Army, but will likely wind
up with a far less severe punishment.

The sentence can’t exceed terms in a sealed agree-
ment between defense lawyers and military attor-
neys. The judge will make his own decision before
unsealing the agreement, and Sinclair will receive
whichever is the more lenient punishment.

The general admitted he mistreated a captain
under his command during a three-year affair and
had improper relationships with two other women.
He also pleaded guilty to adultery — a crime in the
military — as well as using his government-issued
credit card to pay for improper trips to see his mis-
tress and other conduct unbecoming an officer.

The Sl-year-old general had been accused of
twice forcing the female captain to perform oral sex
during the three-year affair, but the sexual assault
charges were dropped as part of the plea deal.

When the letter from his wife was read, Sinclair
buried his head in his hands, appeared to cry and
dabbed his eyes with two tissues.

In the letter, Rebecca Sinclair says she hasn’t fully
forgiven her husband but doesn’t want the Army to
punish him and his family further with a significant
reduction to his pension and other benefits.

“Believe me when I tell you that the public hu-
miliation and vilification he has endured are noth-
ing compared to the private suffering and guilt he
lives with every day. He is racked with guilt over the
pain he has caused me, my children and the Army,”
writes Rebecca Sinclair, who hasn’t attended her
husband’s hearings.

Defense lawyers finished calling character wit-
nesses before the letter was read. Sinclair was
expected to address the court himself in the

Jounny Horne, The FaverteviLie (N.C.) OBSERVER/AP

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair leaves the courthouse at
Fort Bragg, N.C., on Monday.

afternoon.

Col. Kenneth Kelly, who’s currently based in
Tokyo, served under Sinclair in Iraq and praised his
leadership.

“He was selfless.
He was always more
concerned about what
his soldiers  were
doing than his boss-
es,” Kelly said.

One of the general’s

“The public
humiliation and
vilification he
has endured are

“Othi“g oompared brothers, Clark Sin-
to the private clair, testified that
. their parents taught
su!'l‘ermg_and . them to work hard
guilt he lives with and be respectful. The
y older Sinclair, who

every day' works for the FBI,

said his brother told
him when the scan-
dal erupted that he
would hear things that
weren’t true about the
longtime Army officer. But Jeffrey Sinclair also
took responsibility, he said.

Clark Sinclair quoted his brother as saying: “‘I
messed up as a commander. I had an affair. I don’t
deserve to be a commander.””

Prosecutors have countered some of the witness-
es by asking them whether a true leader would ask
subordinates for nude pictures — behavior that Sin-
clair has admitted to.

Rebecca Sinclair
wife of Brig. Gen.
Jeffrey Sinclair

Attorneys question
aceuser’s cooperation
in Naval Academy case

By Jussica GRESKO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Attorneys
for a former Naval Academy foot-
ball player charged with sexual
assault grilled his accuser on the
witness stand Wednesday, ques-
tioning why she didn’t initially
cooperate with investigators.

The defense for Joshua Tate ar-
gues he had consensual sex with
the woman at an alcohol-fueled
party in 2012, but prosecutors
say the woman blacked out and
was too drunk to consent. Tate is
charged with aggravated sexual
assault and lying to investigators.
The court-martial is being closely
watched case as the military tries
to improve the way it handles sex-
ual assault cases.

One of Tate’s lawyers, Jason
Ehrenberg, asked the woman
about why she tried to frustrate
investigators’ efforts to learn
what happened.

The woman said she went to the
captain of the football team to ask
for his help in squashing rumors
that she had sex with multiple
people at the party. One of Tate’s
lawyers also played a recorded
phone call between Tate and the
woman in which she suggested
he lie to investigators about what
happened.

“I don’t want this to go any-
where, I really don’t,” she said
in the call, adding that she didn’t
give any names to investigators.

When Tate asked why he might
be interviewed she says: “You're
involved, Tate.”

She said Tate asked her if she
had a rape kit done and she did
not. She also said he wanted to be
friends.

“He asked me several times
‘why can’t we be friends?’” she
said.

The alleged victim said she
started cooperating with investi-
gators after she found a mentor
and realized she needed to stand

up for herself. She spent about five
hours testifying over two days.

Prosecutors initially accused
Tate and two other students, all
of them football players, of sexu-
ally assaulting the woman during
a party in which men wore togas
and women wore yoga pants. Tate,
now 22 and in his third year, is the
only one who remains charged in
the case.

The head of the Naval Acad-
emy decided in October not to
go forward with charges against
Tra'ves Bush, of Johnston, S.C.,
finding that there were no “rea-
sonable grounds” to believe that a
crime had been committed in his
case.

The other maninitially accused,
Eric Graham of Eight Mile, Ala.,
testified Wednesday that he saw
Tate step out of a car, where the
alleged assault occurred. At that
point, Tate suggested the woman
wanted to talk to Graham, he
testified.

Charges against Graham were
dropped in January after a mili-
tary judge said statements he
made during an investigation
would not be admissible during
atrial.

Prosecutors have described the
woman as so drunk she blacked
out, walking and talking but not
remembering what was going
on. Several of the woman’s class-
mates testified Tuesday, and two
of them who described them-
selves as friends said she was
drunk at the party. Tate’s attor-
neys, meanwhile, argued that the
‘woman was in control of her body
and able to make her own deci-
sions, including those about sex.

Tate has elected to have a judge
decide his case. He faces up to 30
years in prison if convicted of the
most serious charge he faces, ag-
gravated sexual assault, his law-
yer said.

AFN, DODEA team up to fight bullying with special broadcast

By JENNIFER H. SvAN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — It may be “March Mad-
ness” time, but college basketball
won’t be the only thing dominat-
ing American Forces Network
television airwaves this kend

— kids know kids,” said George
Smith, chief of affiliate relations
at the AFN Broadcast Center in
Riverside, Calif. Smith said he’s
convinced “something is there
for every parent and every school
child and we hope they can get
something out of it.”

On Sunday, AFNfamily will air
seven hours of anti-bullying pro-
gramming in Europe and the Pa-
cific. The special “stop bullying”
broadcast is being shown in coop-
eration with the Department of
Defense Education Activity. The
event will be interactive, with
parents and students invited to
share information and construc-
tive comments during the pro-
gram via social media.

The program “highlights kids
with their ideas to stop bullying

The first , “Stand Up:
Military Kids Against Bullying,”
airs at noon Central European
Time/Japan-Korea Time. It fea-
tures different initiatives by stu-
dents at Department of Defense
Dependents Schools-Europe.

These include a video class at
Ramstein High School centered
on bullying and a Facebook page,
“BULLYCLUBI101,” started by
Sembach Middle School student
Tierra Kienzle.

Kienzle, 13, created the page
about a year ago, in the midst of

“a lot of drama at my school ...
and me being the person every-
body came to talk to,” she said.

The page has since attracted
students from around the world,
with the group’s 115 members of-
fering advice to one another on
dealing with bullying and other
problems.

Bullying, Kienzle said, is a uni-
versal problem.

“Every school I've been to,
being a military child, every-
body bullies. Bullying is every-
where,” she said. “It could just be
a sly comment, where the person
thinks they’re joking around; but
the person they say it to may not
think about it in the same way.”

DODEA officials said all disci-
pline issues, including bullying,
are tracked at the individual school
level. Bullying incidents may be

recorded in discipline reports in
ways that make it difficult to spe-
cifically track, such as a “fight”
or “altercation,” said DODEA
spokeswoman Elaine Kanellis in
an email to Stars and Stripes.

“There has not been an in-
crease in bullying,” she said.
“Our program is preventative,
and this was a great opportunity
to highlight this important topic
again.”

AFN’s slate of anti-bullying
programming ends with a 5:30
p.m. showing of the 2011 docu-
mentary “Bully.” The movie fol-
lows five examples of bullying
over the course of a school year,
including those of Ty Field-Smal-
ley, 11, and Tyler Long, 17, two
boys who killed themselves after
enduring persistent bullying at

their schools.

During the day’s entire broad-
cast, parents and students are in-
vited tojoin anonline conversation
and share their comments, obser-
vations and questions with AFN
and DODEA. DODEA staff willbe
monitoring Twitter; send tweets
to @DODEA#StopBullying.
Comments can also be left on
AFN’s Facebook page.

In the program’s anti-bully-
ing spirit, “arguments, mean-
spirited discussions and hurtful
comments will be deleted from
Facebook,” says an AFN news
release.

For more information on Sun-
day’s broadcast, go to tinyurl.
com/oSutlkr

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
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Navy to keep tuition assistance at 100 percent

By HENDRICK SIMOES
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy will continue to cover 100
percent of sailors’ tuition costs through Sep-
tember of next year, the chief of Naval Op-
erations announced this week.

Adm. Jonathan Greenert told sailors dur-
ing an all-hands call from Mayport, Fla., on
Tuesday that he wanted tuition assistance
to remain at 100 percent for fiscal 2015.

New process to
speed disability
claims for some

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The fed-
eral government has launched a
new process to expedite Social
Security disability claims for a
special category of veterans, the
Social Security Administration
announced Tuesday.

Under the new system, veter-
ans with a Veterans Affairs dis-
ability compensation rating of
100 percent permanent and total
will have their applications for
Social Security disability benefits
processed faster, similar to the
way the agency currently handles
disability claims from Wounded
Warriors.

“We have reached another
milestone for those who have sac-
rificed so much for our country,
and this process ensures they
will get the benefits they need
quickly,” Acting Social Security
Commissioner Carolyn Colvin
said in a news release. “While we
can never fully repay them for
their sacrifices, we can be sure
we provide them with the quality
of service that they deserve. This
initiative is truly a lifeline for
those who need it most.”

Rep. John Sarbanes, D-Md.,
who introduced legislation in
Congress to promote the initia-
tive, praised the change.

“No one wants to put America’s
veterans through a bureaucratic
runaround,” he said in the re-
lease. “As the baby boomer gen-
eration ages and more veterans of
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
need care, this common sense
change will help reduce backlogs
and cut through unnecessary red
tape so that our most disabled vet-
erans receive the benefits they’ve
earned.”

To receive the expedited ser-
vice, veterans must inform So-
cial Security that they have a 100
percent permanent and total dis-
ability compensation rating and
provide a copy of their VA notifi-
cation letter as proof of their dis-
ability rating.

Having the 100 percent rating
does not guarantee that a veter-
an’s application for Social Secu-
rity disability benefits will be
approved; it only ensures that the
claims process will be expedited
for them. Veterans must meet
strict Social Security eligibility
requirements to receive a disabil-
ity allowance, according to Social
Security.

harperjon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

However, Greenert did not exclude the
possibility of introducing at some point a
split-pay model in which the Navy would
pay 75 percent and the sailor 25 percent of
tuition costs. Greenert said the Navy may
eventually ask sailors to put some “skin in
the game,” but he said he wanted tuition as-
sistance to be at 100 percent for fiscal 2015.

The Navy increased tuition assistance
from 75 percent to 100 percent in 2002 in

an effort to boost recruitment and reten-
tion. That policy has been a mainstay of the
Navy’s program ever since.

Before Tuesday’s announcement, Green-
ert and other top Navy officials had been
floating the possibility at various all-hands
calls of the idea of reducing the incentive as
early as next year. Such a move would have
put the Navy in step with the other service
branches, which have all tightened their

programs in one way or another.

Greenert stressed the importance of edu-
cation and the program’s role in helping
sailors make the transition from the Navy to
civilian life. “I want educated sailors; I want
you to leave with all the certifications you
can so that you can get a job immediately,”
Greenert said.

simoes.hendrick@stripes.com
@hendricksimoes
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US pushes to finish ill-fated Afghan dam project

By Cip STANDIFER
Stars and Stripes

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —
Amid controversy and violence,
USAID is taking one more shot
at finishing Kajaki Dam, a proj-
ect that has thwarted American
plans and drained its coffers for a
decade.

Kajaki Dam in Helmand prov-
ince has the potential to dra-
matically improve the electricity
supply in a key region of Afghani-
stan, including its second-largest
city, Kandahar.

The dam, which has become
emblematic of all that has gone
wrong with reconstruction in Af-
ghanistan, was built with Ameri-
can funds in the 1950s. In the
1970s, the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development installed
two turbines and left a space in
the powerhouse for a third — now
known as the “ghost bay.” But
plans to install the third unit were
abandoned after the Soviet inva-
sion in 1979.

The newest contractor for Kaja-
ki, GFA Consulting, will still have
to contend with violent conditions
on the ground and daunting logis-
tics challenges that have plagued
the project since work on the dam
was first contracted out in 2004.
But USAID, GFA and Afghani-

stan’s utility company all said they
plan to push through anyway.

“Skepticism or no, work is going
forward,” USAID Afghanistan
Mission Director William Ham-
mink said in an email. Even as
American forces are pulling out
of the province, Washington has
pledged another $75 million in di-
rect aid to Afghanistan’s national
utility to complete the project.

But in a letter to Congress this
month, the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction questioned whether the
projected benefits of the dam are
even worth the cash now pledged
toit.

While SIGAR and USAID have
come up with different estimates
for the project, even USAID’s
more conservative figure puts the
cost of the project at more than
$300 million.

Kajaki Dam is nestled in a val-
ley in Helmand province, one
of the most restive areas of Af-
ghanistan and the epicenter of its
poppy economy. The Helmand
River, broken by the dam’s mas-
sive structure, winds from the
Hindu Kush Mountains in rugged
northeast Afghanistan hundreds
of miles south to the desert and to
some of the most violent districts
of Afghanistan, such as Sangin
and Lashkar Gah. The dam itself

was the scene of heavy fighting in
2007.

After the U.S. invasion in 2001,
pressure mounted to finish a proj-
ect begun so long ago. But, like
so many of the U.S. plans for Af-
ghanistan, it has repeatedly gone
off the rails.

In its first attempt at installing
a third turbine, USAID hired the
China Machine-Building Interna-
tional Corp. CMIC had generator
parts built and shipped to Afghan-
istan in 2006. That's when the
trouble started.

According to USAID, it took two
years just to get all the generator
components to the site “due to
the non-permissive environment
created by Anti Government Ele-
ments along the transport route,”
a euphemism for insurgents and
their ability to disrupt supply
routes. Small pieces of equipment
were airlifted, and a military con-
voy had to move the largest parts.

Then, three months after the
generator parts finally arrived at
the dam, the Chinese government
told CMIC it was too dangerous to
stay. In November 2008, it pulled
up stakes.

The next company to try its
hand at the project was an Ameri-
can contractor, Black & Veatch. It
was hired to complete the project
in late 2010, but its involvement

was also ill-fated. For three years,
Black & Veatch faced criticism
for slow progress at Kajaki while
USAID racked up a multimil-
lion-dollar bill for logistics and
security.

Black & Veatch did not respond
to a request for comment.

Last May, USAID turned over
the lead role to Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat, the Afghan
state’s power company, though
the aid agency remains deeply in-
volved. After the power company
put the contract out for bid, GFA
took over from Black & Veatch in
December.

It found the generator much as
the Chinese company left it, ac-
cording to project director Geoff
Robinson.

“It’s all in bits. There’s lots and
lots and lots of bits,” he said. Still,
if the dam were anywhere else in
the world the turbine would be
done by now, he said.

Without a military convoy, he-
licopters are the only safe way to
reach the valley.

“The difficulty ... is getting in
and getting out,” he said. When
asked what it would take to drive
GFA off the project, Robinson said
they would leave “when we start
getting shot at.”

But the fact remains that
the security situation isn’t get-
ting better, and may get worse

before the project is completed.

In dissuading a reporter from
traveling there in February, public
affairs officer Col. Chris Garver
described the situation in Kajaki
district as “kinetic.”

“When I say kinetic, I don’t
mean occasional attacks, I mean
fighting nearly every day,” he
said.

If someday someone does man-
age to turn on the third turbine,
it will be a boon to the people of
Afghanistan’s south, especially
Kandahar city, which suffers
from a chronic electricity short-
age. More than half its factories
have shut down for want of power,
and homes have electricity for
only six to eight hours per day.

Haji Agha Lalai Dastagiri,
member of the Kandahar pro-
vincial council, said Kandahar’s
chronic electricity shortage has
become even more dire in recent
months, since USAID stopped
paying for fuel for the city’s gen-
erators after its agreement ex-
pired in September. At the same
time, he said power flowing from
Kajaki’s existing two generators
has declined. Without power,
many of the city’s factories are at
a standstill, and citizens’ are suf-
fering, he said.

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this
report.
standifer.cid@stripes.com

Celebrateith'eplveeks
WithWokosuka &

Officers’ Club

243-5030

bountiful salads, action stations, roast carved meats,

Grille at 241-3785.

call: Italian Gardens Restaurant at 241-3786 / C-Street

Shrimpy’s Over the Hump Shrimp Night — All Hands
Thursday, March 20 from 1700to 2100 in Warehouse Restaurant
Our famous dinner specials are back in town. A superb
selection of shrimp dishes to chose from or try our
seafood salad bar, served with soups, beverage and sliver
of a cake. All for only $16.

Women's History Month Celebration

Fridays in March from 1700 to 2100

Celebrate Women's History Month and honor their
contributions and acc s. All ladies will
receive a free sliver of cake and a cup of coffee or tea
with their meal.

made to order omelet, crepes, hot cakes, impressive
beverage stations, and more. Only $16.95 Adults, $7.95
kids 8-11, $5.95 4-7.

Club Alliance 243-3000

Club Takemiya 246-8077

CPO Club 243-5506
CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Mongolian BBQ

Wednesdays from 1700 to 2100

Grab your chop sticks and mix up your own Mongolian
BBQ with a huge variety of meats, vegetables, sauces
and condiments, Asian soup, pancit and fried rice only
75¢ per ounce. Steaks, soup, salad, sandwiches, burgers,
ribs, desserts and more also available.

Sunday Brunch

Sundays from 0900 to 1330

Great selections of hot entrees, delectable desserts,

All Hands Weekly Texas Hold em Tournament
Saturdays starting at 1800 in 3rd Floor Sports Bar

Try our weekly Texas Hold'em Tournament for your
chance to win first place and be awarded 60% of the pot
in an NEX Gift Card. Second will receive a free buy in for
the next week, and third place winners will receive a
great prize from Club Alliance. A free happy hour buffet
will be available. $30 Buy-in for $3000 in chips. Re-buys
or extra chips are allowed for the first 30 minutes only
for an additional $1500 in chips for $15. Six players
minimum and must be 18 or older to play. Sign up at the
2nd floor cash cage or 3rd floor Sports Bar.

Inferno Saturdays

Saturdays from 2000 to 0200 in Sharky’s Bar & Brewery
It's getting hot in here so take off for Sharky’s Saturday
nights as DJ PJ drops chart-toppin, danceable tracks and
vids.

Take-Out Department

Club Alliance’s Italian Gardens & C-Street Grille now
accepts calls for take-out! To place your order, please

Tex-Mex Night

Thursdays from 1700-2100

Zesty, fresh and sometimes spicy! Delicious entrées will
have your mouth watering for the whole week! Chips
and salsa appetizer included with each order. Dine-In or
Take-Out. A la carte menu also available.

Surf and Turf Steak Night

Saturdays from 1700to 2100

Juicy charbroiled rib-eye steak cooked to order, with your
choice of soup or salad. Top it off with deep fried shrimp
if you'd like! Only $14.95

Negishi Club 242-4151

Fisherman'’s Fridays

Friday from 1700 to 2100

Featuring a variety of seafood entrees including Atlantic
salmon, sea salted scallops and more. $13.95 Regular
menu is also available.

Coca Cola Day

Saturday, March 29

Receive one free glass of Coca-Cola with each adult or
children’s meal purchased during dinner as we recall the
invention of Coca-Cola on this day back in 1896.
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2nd gui

By ERIk SrLaviN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The general manager
of a Navy contractor accused of
bribing high-level Navy officers
pleaded guilty Tuesday in federal
court in San Diego to one count of
conspiracy to defraud the United
States.

Alex Wisidagama faces up to
10 years in prison for overbilling
the Navy while his co-workers
at Glenn Defense Marine Asia,
a ship-support contractor, plied
officers with cash, prostitutes
and luxury travel in exchange
for their help. He is the second
man involved in the case to plead

guilty.

In December, former Naval
Criminal Investigative Service
supervisory agent John Ber-
trand Beliveau Jr. pleaded guilty
to conspiracy to commit bribery
after sharing information about a
criminal probe into GDMA with
company owner Leonard Glenn
Francis, known to associates as
“Fat Leonard.” Francis, a Malay-
sian national, was arrested last
year in San Diego and continues
to fight conspiracy and bribery
charges. Wisidagama, a Singapor-
ean citizen, is Francis’ cousin.

GDMA submitted false com-
petitive bids for incidental ser-
vices, such as providing trash and
water barges, about 177 times to

ships on port visits to Phuket,
Thailand, between September
2011 and June 2012, according
to the court complaint against
Wisidagama.

Wisidagama also oversaw false
bids in other parts of Thailand,
as well as Malaysia and Brunei,
according to court documents.
He would then overbill the Navy
for incidentals not included in
the bids, costing the Navy at least
$2.3 million.

For five port visits in 2011,
GDMA overcharged the Navy by
more than $3 million, according
to the complaint.

Wisidagama also created fic-
titious port authorities, and, in
other cases, fake invoices from

legitimate port authorities, ac-
cording to the plea agreement.
Court documents state that
Wisidagama and other GDMA
employees bribed Navy officers
in order to steer ships to ports
where the company knew it could
more easily overbill ships.
“Certain ports are more lucra-
tive than others,” the complaint
against Wisidagama  stated.
“GDMA employees referred to
these ports as ‘Pearl Ports.””
Cmdr. Michael Vannak Khem
Misiewicz, a captain-select who
commanded the USS Mustin, and
later served as deputy operations
officer aboard the USS Blue Ridge
for the Yokosuka-based U.S. 7th
Fleet, is among those accused of

Ity plea in Navy bribery scandal

sending ships to those lucrative
ports in exchange for bribes.

Cmdr. Jose Luis Sanchez has
also been charged by federal
prosecutors with providing classi-
fied ship schedule information to
Francis in exchange for bribes.

Vice Adm. Ted Branch, Rear
Adm. Bruce Loveless and former
USS Bonhomme Richard com-
mander Capt. Daniel Dusek are
all under investigation in rela-
tion to the scandal but have not
been charged, Navy officials have
stated. Allegations leveled at the
admirals involve “inappropriate
conduct” prior to their current
ranks, officials have said.

slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes

New Europe posts for Gens. Cavoli, Piatt

By MarT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

The Defense Department has
tapped an 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion deputy commander to head
the Joint Multinational Training
Command, which is headquar-
tered in Grafenwohr, Germany.

Brig. Gen. Christopher G. Ca-
voli, the All Americans’ deputy
commanding general for opera-
tions, will replace Brig. Gen. Wal-
ter E. Piatt, a former enlisted man
who has been named to take over
as deputy commanding general
and chief of staff of U.S. Army
Europe and 7th Army, headquar-
tered in Wiesbaden, Germany.

The post of USAREUR deputy
is currently held by Maj. Gen.
Richard Longo who, with his wife,
Dianne, is “retiring this summer
to Park City, Utah,” USAREUR
said in a statement Wednesday.

Piatt, a former commandant

of the U.S.
Army’s in-
fantry school
and deputy
commander
for support
of the 10th
Mountain
Division, is
expected to
take over
from Longo
sometime
this summer.

That is also when Cavoli is
slated to take command of JMTC,
the U.S. Army’s largest training
command outside the U.S., which
includes two large training areas
where Europe-based U.S. Army
units have trained for deploy-
ments to Iraq and Afghanistan.
The facilities also host various
NATO and friendly foreign mili-
tary units.

Cavoli will take over in the

Cavoli

midst of
workforce
reductions
meant to
bring the
training
command’s
capacity in
line with
a  smaller
force. Since
Piatt 2012, the Ar-

my’s ground
combat power in Europe has been
reduced by half.

“Now we do have a sizable
mission to support multinational
training, and although that has
not necessarily gone down as
much, it has gone down” because
the war in Afghanistan is wind-
ing down, JMTC chief of staff
Col. Adam Loveless said in an in-
terview with Stars and Stripes in
February.

A round of personnel cuts an-

Article 32 hearing is set for airman
charged in death of AFN co-worker

By MaTT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — The Air Force has scheduled
a hearing to determine whether
an airman charged with murder-
ing an American Forces Network
broadcaster in Germany will face
a court-martial.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Sean M. Ol-
iver has been charged in connec-
tion with the apparent strangling
death in December of one of his
co-workers, Navy Petty Officer
2nd Class Dmitry Chepusov. An
Article 32 hearing — the military
equivalent of a grand jury pro-
ceeding — is set for May 12.

Oliver, a 34-year-old broadcast
engineer, and Chepusov, a 31-
year-old broadcaster, worked for
AFN at Ramstein Air Base. Ger-
man police discovered Chepusov
dead in the passenger seat of a
car Oliver was driving on Dec. 14.

The Air Force charged Oliver on
March 10 with murder, obstruc-
tion of justice and making false
statements about Chepusov’s
death.

Few details about the case have
emerged since German authori-
ties turned the case over to Air
Force investigators in December.

“We won’t further discuss any
details because we don’t want to
affect or prejudice the outcome of
a fair trial,” base spokeswoman
Sandra Archer wrote in an email
Tuesday.

A spokeswoman for the Air
Force’s Office of Special Inves-
tigations in Quantico, Va., did
not respond to questions about
the case by Stars and Stripes’
deadline. Oliver told police that
Chepusov was an acquaintance
and that the two had been out
drinking together before becom-
ing separated either late in the
evening of Dec. 13 or early in the

morning Dec. 14, according to a
statement from German authori-
ties in mid-December.

Oliver later found Chepusov
heavily intoxicated but alive and
put him in the car’s passenger
seat, the airman told police.

Oliver was pulled over for driv-
ing erratically early on the morn-
ing of Dec. 14 and was found to
be legally intoxicated, the prose-
cutor’s office in Kaiserslautern,
said. While searching Oliver’s ve-
hicle, police discovered Chepusov
unresponsive in the passenger
seat. Medical personnel later de-
clared him dead at the scene.

An autopsy by German inves-
tigators concluded that Chepusov
died of “force to the neck.” The
prosecutor’s office said German
authorities are no longer involved
in the case.

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus
Klockner contributed to this report.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

nounced by USAREUR last
month includes the elimination of
83 military, nine U.S. civilian and
114 local national civilian em-
ployee positions from the JMTC.

millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham
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NSA can track every
call a nation makes

Surveillance program is capable of recording,
storing a country’s conversations for 1 month

By BARTON GELLMAN
AND ASHKAN SOLTAN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Security Agency has built a
surveillance system capable of re-
cording “100 percent” of a foreign
country’s telephone calls, enabling
the agency to rewind and review
conversations as long as a month
after they take place, according to
people with direct knowledge of
the effort and documents supplied
by former contractor Edward
Snowden.

A senior manager for the pro-
gram compares it to a time ma-
chine — one that can replay the
voices from any call without re-
quiring that a person be identified
in advance for surveillance.

The voice interception pro-
gram, called MYSTIC, began in
2009. Its RETRO tool, short for
“retrospective retrieval,” and re-
lated projects reached full capac-
1ty against the first target nation
in 2011. Planning documents two
years later anticipated similar op-
erations elsewhere.

In the initial deployment, collec-
tion systems are recording “every
single” conversation nationwide,
storing billions of them in a 30-day
rolling buffer that clears the oldest
calls as new ones arrive, accord-
ing to a classified summary.

The call buffer opens a door
“into the past,” the summary says,
enabling users to “retrieve audio
of interest that was not tasked
at the time of the original call.”
Analysts listen to only a fraction
of 1 percent of the calls, but the
absolute numbers are high. Each
month, they send millions of voice

clippings, or “cuts,” for processing
and long-term storage.

At the request of U.S. officials,
The Washington Post is with-
holding details that could be used
to identify the country where
the system is being employed or
other countries where its use was
envisioned.

No other NSA program dis-
closed to date has swallowed a
nation’s telephone network whole.
Outside experts have sometimes
described that prospect as dis-
quieting but remote, with notable
implications for a growing debate
over the NSA’s practice of “bulk
collection” abroad.

Bulk methods capture massive
data flows “without the use of dis-
criminants,” as President Barack
Obama put it in January. By de-
sign, they vacuum up all the data
they touch — meaning that most
of the conversations collected by
RETRO would be irrelevant to
U.S. national security interests.

In the view of U.S. officials,
however, the capability is highly
valuable.

In a statement, Caitlin Hayden,
spokeswoman for the National
Security Council, declined to
commenton “speciﬁc alleged intel-
ligence activities.” Speaking gen-
erally, she said “new or emerging
threats” are “often hidden within
the large and complex system of
modern global communications,
and the United States must conse-
quently collect signals intelligence
in bulk in certain circumstances
in order to identify these threats.”

The call buffer opens a door “into the past,”
according to a classified summary, enabling users
to “retrieve audio of interest that was not tasked
at the time of the original call.”

AP

Police stand near a weapon at the Los Angeles International Alrport after a gunman opened fire in the

temlmal, kllllng one person and wolmdmg several others Nov.
the

. A report on the emergency response to

cites serious shor

Reactions harsh to report of lapses
during deadly LA airport shooting

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
International Airport is inexcus-
ably lacking in its capacity to deal
with a crisis, local and national
government officials said, call-
ing the communication lapses
described in a report on last
year’s deadly airport shooting ev-
erything from a “failure” and an
“embarrassment.”

While all were quick to praise
the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration officer who was
killed and the officers who took
down and arrested his attacker,
they said the airport’s emergency
response, hindered by communi-
cation problems and poor coordi-
nation, had to change quickly and
thoroughly.

“Iwould say this is a nationwide
failure so far,” Mayor Eric Gar-
cetti said, “for us to be 13 years
almost, 12'2 years after 9/11 still

trying to figure out a way to talk
to each other frustrates me as a
policymaker, frustrates me as the
mayor of the second biggest city
in America, frustrates me as a
leader of this airport too, which
is consistently a target for inter-
national terrorism and domestic
terrorism.”

Congresswoman Maxine Wa-
ters, whose district includes
the airport, was more blunt,
saying she was “shocked and
dismayed” at the system that
“clearly failed on this critical

»

“This report is an embarrass-
ment,” Waters said in a statement.
The airport “spends $125 million
on security every year. With this
level of investment, LAX should
have a state-of-the-art emergen-
cy response system.”

Garcetti expressed particular
frustration in the lack of commu-
nication between the airport and

travelers, many of whom were
left clueless in the incident’s af-
termath. Garcetti said he found
himself giving out information as
he walked through the airport the
day of the Nov. 1 attack, and that
airport officials “shouldn’t have
to rely on people like myself.”

Despite the reaction, the 83-
page report released Tuesday
was as notable for the lapses it left
out as those it highlighted.

While spotlighting flaws in
various airport divisions, it did
not single out individuals respon-
sible for problems.

It also didn’t mention that two
airport police officers assigned to
Terminal 3 were out of position
without notifying dispatchers, as
required, or discuss a decision
months before the shooting to
have police officers roam termi-
nals instead of staffing security
checkpoints such as the one ap-
proached by the attacker.

Organizer defends Minn. Nazi-themed party as exercise for re-enactors

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

MINNEAPOLIS — The man
behind a World War II party
that featured Nazi flags and men
dressed in SS uniforms said it

was an exercise for actors who
play historical roles at fairs and in
movies, not a political statement.

His explanation comes days
after a leaked photo from the pri-
vate event was published online

by City Pages, provoking a fire-
storm of protest against the party
and the northeast Minneapolis
restaurant, Gasthof zur Gemut-
lichkeit, that hosted it.

“By no means do we glorify the

Your vote could earn you an Exchange
gift card worth $300!

win with STARSH#STRIPES

Vote today at http://stripesrewards.com/bestofpacific!

edicts of the Third Reich,” said Scott
Steben, who characterized himself
as a history buff who has landed
movie parts as a German soldier.
“I understand the sensitivity of the
subject matter and everything but

Stripes
BESTor

it did occur and it is history.”

He said the group screens out
neo-Nazis or anyone with a crimi-
nal record.

The party was held on Martin
Luther King Day.
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Health law excludes many top cancer centers

By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Cancer patients re-
lieved that they can get insurance coverage
because of the new health care law may be
disappointed to learn that some of the na-
tion’s best cancer hospitals are off-limits.

An Associated Press survey found ex-
amples coast to coast. Seattle Cancer Care
Alliance is excluded by five out of eight
insurers in Washington state’s insurance
exchange. MD Anderson Cancer Center
says it’s in less than half of the plans in the
Houston area. Memorial Sloan-Kettering

is included by two of nine insurers in New
York City and has out-of-network agree-
ments with two more.

Doctors and administrators say they’re
concerned. So are some state insurance
regulators.

In all, only four of 19 nationally recog-
nized comprehensive cancer centers that
responded to AP’s survey said patients
have access through all the insurance
o in their state

Not too long ago, insurance companies
would have been vying to offer access to
renowned cancer centers, said Dan Men-
delson, CEO of the market research firm

Avalere Health. Now the focus is on costs.

“This is a marked deterioration of access
to the premier cancer centers for people
who are signing up for these plans,” Men-
delson said.

Those patients may not be able get the
most advanced treatment.

And there’s another problem: It’s not
easy for consumers shopping online in the
new insurance markets to tell whether top-
level institutions are included in a plan.
That takes additional digging by the people
applying.

Advocates for cancer patients are in
a quandary. Before President Barack

Obama’s health care law, a cancer diagno-
sis could make you uninsurable. Now, in-
surers can’t turn away people with health
problems or charge them more. Lifetime
dollar limits on policies, once a finan-
cial trapdoor for cancer patients, are also
banned.

“Patients may have fewer choices of
doctors and hospitals in some exchange
plans than others ... but the rules for such
plans go a long way toward remedying the
most severe problems that existed for de-
cades,” said Steve Weiss, spokesman for
the American Cancer Society Cancer Ac-
tion Network.

Campaign finance reports
give clues to parties’ goals

AnpRrew A. NeLLES/AP

CHarLes Rex ARBoGAST/AP

Hllinois Gov. Pat Quinn, top left, greets supporters after declaring his Democratic primary victory on

Tuesday in Chicago. He will face businessman Bruoe Rauner, top nght, seen celebrating Tuesday night
the

after defeating three rivals to b

Economy views may decide Ill. race

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The race for II-
linois governor is shaping up as
a battle of vastly different visions
on how to revive a lagging econ-
omy in one of the Midwest’s last
Democratic strongholds.

While the incumbent Democrat
has increased taxes and pushed
for raising the minimum wage,
the multimillionaire Republican
facing him this fall wants to cur-
tail government unions and run
President Barack Obama’s home
state like a business.

By winning the Republican
primary Tuesday night, venture
capitalist Bruce Rauner advances
to a November matchup with Gov.
Pat Quinn expected to be one of
the hardest fought and expensive
in the nation. As Republicans at-
tempt to reclaim the state’s top of-

fice for the first time in more than
a decade, labor unions — tradi-
tionally aligned with Democrats
— are trying to avoid another
blow like they’ve felt under GOP
governors elsewhere. Organized
labor spent millions trying to de-
rail a Rauner nomination.

The Winnetka venture capital-
ist, who sunk more than $6 mil-
lion of his own money into his
campaign to defeat three veteran
lawmakers during his first bid
for public office, targeted the
“career politicians” and govern-
ment “union bosses” he says have
caused Illinois’ woeful financial
situation.

Speaking at a victory celebra-
tion at a Chicago hotel, Rauner
called Quinn a failure and said
he wants to “bring back Illinois”
by giving working families a

chance to increase their income,
get a good education and raise
their families in prosperity. He
has said he’d do that by lowering
taxes, cutting spending and mak-
ing Illinois friendlier to business.

“The voters are going to face a
stark choice in November, a major
decision about the future of our
state,” Rauner said. “It’s a choice
between failure of the past and a
new day, a bright future.”

At a union hall a few blocks
away, Quinn wasted no time in
framing the race, renewing his
call for a higher minimum wage,
calling working people “the real
every day heroes” and drawing
attention to Rauner’s wealth.

“I’'m here to fight for an econo-
my that works for everyone. Not
just the billionaires, but for ev-
eryone,” said Quinn.

By PuiLip ELLIOTT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans
are trying to convert hard-won
gains in statehouses to successes
in this November’s congressional
elections and the 2016 race for
the White House, according to a
review of their campaign finance
reports.

For Democrats, the next two
years are more about protecting
political turf and keeping a politi-
cal machine humming.

Months before the midterm
elections that will decide House
and Senate control, with an eye
on the 2016 presidential race,
the major parties are making
spending choices that give clues
to their election strategies. An
Associated Press analysis of the
parties’ spending since the 2012
presidential campaign suggests
Republicans are trying to copy
the Democrats’ playbook: Build
strong on-the-ground political
operations in crucial states and
collect as much data as possible.

“We have to make sure that
we put together a process and an
operation that gives our (presi-
dential) nominee the best pos-
sible platform to be successful,”
Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus said
Tuesday.

“The RNC had become basi-
cally a U-Haul trailer of cash that
gets hooked up to a nominee for
a short period of time and then
the national party went away for
three years,” he said, adding that
six-month approach has left the
GOP out of the White House for
two terms.

Such cash is starting to be de-
livered sooner, according to more
than 80,000 pages of campaign fi-

nance reports the RNC and DNC
have filed with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission since January
2013.

Two years before they choose
nominees in the next presiden-
tial race, both parties are send-
ing millions of dollars to state
committees.

Republicans are skipping over
liberal strongholds like Maryland
and Vermont, as well as solidly
conservative Idaho, while Demo-
crats are sending cash to each
state affiliate, even the most con-
servative ones.

The Republican National Com-
mittee already has sent $6 mil-
lion to state parties, the bulk of
it to places such as Ohio, Florida
and Michigan where the GOP has
been successful locally but failed
in recent presidential contests.
Almost 70 percent of RNC money
has been sent to states where Re-
publicans hold the governor’s of-
fice and President Barack Obama
won re-election.

Democrats, too, are sending
money to must-win states but also
to high-stakes statewide Senate
races in Georgia, Kentucky and
Arkansas. In total, Democrats
have spent almost $8 million to
keep their political machine run-
ning and supporters engaged.

Most of that — more than $5
million — has gone to states
where Obama beat Republican
Mitt Romney in 2012. Of that,
$3.6 million has gone to states
with a Republican governor.

At the same time, the Demo-
cratic National Committee sepa-
rately has spent another almost
$2 million to keep its sophisti-
cated databases up to date in the
states.
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UKRAINE UNREST

US signals plans for more
military drills in Baltics

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — The
U.S. is crafting plans to deploy ro-
tational ground troops and naval
forces to the Baltics as part of an
effort to bolster the capabilities
of regional allies and reassure
nations shaken by Russia’s inter-
vention in nearby Ukraine, Vice
President Joe Biden said.

“We are exploring a number of
additional steps to increase the
pace and scope of our military co-
operation, including rotating U.S.
forces to the Baltic region to con-
duct ground and naval exercises
— as well as training missions,”
Biden said Wednesday during talks
with Polish and Estonian officials.

Biden’s tour through the region
includes a stop Wednesday in
Lithuania, where the U.S. already
is taking part in a NATO air polic-
ing mission.

According to a senior adminis-
tration official, the plan for an in-
creased presence in the Baltics is
primarily focused on building up
the defenses of allies in the region.
More details are expected within
days, the official said.

“So this would be in addition to
the Baltic air policing element, it
‘would be a ground and naval effort.
And what the Vice President said
is that we’ve begun the process of
exploring how we can do that in
a way that’s effective both for our
forces and for the Baltic forces,”
said the official, whose comments
were provided in transcript form
by the vice president’s office.

For the U.S. and NATO, Russia’s
annexation of Crimea has rattled
assumptions about security in Eu-
rope and refocused attention on the
continent. For allies in eastern Eu-
rope, it has awakened old fears of a
Russia with imperial ambitions.

“The old idea of NATO ... predi-
cated on a Europe that no longer
has any threats has turned out,
with the actions we’ve seen against
Ukraine, no longer [applies],” Es-
tonian President Toomas Ilves told
Biden during the vice president’s
stop in Warsaw.

“We in NATO must draw our
conclusions from Russia’s behav-

ior in the current crisis and con-
duct a review of the entire range of
NATO-Russia relations,” he said.

In response to the Ukrainian
crisis, the U.S. has tried to reas-
sure allies through various mea-
sures, such as deploying 12 F-16s
to Poland for a training exercise.
The Navy also has increased its
presence in the region for what
has been described as a series of
pre-planned training events.

On  Wednesday, Pentagon
spokesman Col. Steve Warren said
that three annual exercises in the
region will go forward in the com-
ing months.

In April, a rotational force of
Marines will participate in Sum-
mer Shield; a joint U.S.-Latvian
exercise held in Latvia.

In June, U.S. Navy-Europe will
lead a multinational maritime ex-
ercise called BALTOPS, aimed at
improving interoperability among
allies in the Baltic Sea.

Also in June, U.S. Army Europe
will lead Saber Strike, a multina-
tional security cooperation exer-
cise focusing on the three Baltic
states.

Warren did not know if Sea
Breeze, a multinational exercise
involving Ukraine that usually
takes place in the Black Sea in
July, will be conducted.

The Ukrainian government has
requested military equipment and
supplies from the United States.
The State Department and the
Defense Department are review-
ing those requests and will decide
on next steps, Warren said.

Warren would not provide de-
tails about the requests, but said,
“it was a broad range of stuff, a
broad range of equipment that you
would expect in this situation.”

But while Russia’s intervention
has sparked fears of a return to
Cold War-style tensions and mili-
tary posturing, there is little sign
Europe or the U.S. has any appe-
tite for a military confrontation.
No significant political leader in
the U.S. or western Europe has
suggested there is a military solu-
tion to the political crisis.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jon Harper
conlnbuted to this report from
Washingto

vandiver john@stripes.com
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Crimea naval base seized

Pro-Russian militiamen take control of Ukrainian Navy headquarters

By JounN-THOR DAHLBURG
The Associated Press

SEVASTOPOL, Crimea —
Masked Russian-speaking troops
on Wednesday seized control of
Ukrainian naval headquarters in
Crimea after it was stormed by
militiamen. Pro-Moscow Crime-
an authorities also detained the
Ukrainian navy commander and
reportedly blocked the defense
minister and another government
official from traveling to the pen-
insula to try to defuse tensions.

Ukraine’s military, which is
heavily outnumbered in Crimea,
has come under increased
pressure since the region was
nominally incorporated into Rus-
sia on Tuesday.

The several hundred militiamen
who captured the base in Sevas-
topol met no serious resistance.
Sevastopol is also the home port of
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, and tens
of thousands of Russian-led troops
are now patrolling Crimea.

It came a day after a confronta-
tion between Ukrainian soldiers
and pro-Russian militia left two
dead.

The Russian-speaking troops,
who arrived on the base after the
storming, wore helmets, flak jack-
ets and uniforms with no identify-
ing insignia. By afternoon, they
were in full control of the naval
headquarters. It was not imme-
diately clear how many, if any,
Ukrainian servicemen remained
on the base.

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry
said no one was injured in the raid,
which it said was led by pro-Rus-
sian militiamen and Cossacks.

The ministry said in its state-
ment that Rear Adm. Sergei
Haiduk was detained by unknown
people after the storming of the
fleet headquarters. The Russian
state ITAR-Tass news agency
reported that he was being ques-
tioned by Crimean prosecutors.

Ukraine’s defense minister
and deputy prime minister had
planned to travel to Crimea on
‘Wednesday in a bid to avert an es-
calation in hostilities.

The prime minister in Crimea
warned after the announcement
of their departure that they would
be turned back, however.

Warning: Western European countries, NATO unite in opposition to Russian moves

FROM FRONT PAGE

Tuesday, Putin declared Crimea
part of Russia in a passionate
speech steeped in Russia’s sense
of being slighted and marginal-
ized by the West in the years since
the Cold War.

Western powers were seeking

fresh ways to show that Russia
would incur real costs unless it
changes course.

Berzins announced that he and
Polish President Bronislaw Ko-
morowski had agreed that Poland
and Latvia will start coordinating
security activities more closely.

France’s foreign minister said
leaders of the Group of Eight world
powers have suspended Russia’s
affiliation with the group over its
actions in Ukraine. Obama invited
the seven other members to dis-
cuss what comes next during an
emergency meeting in Europe.

“Sundance for the Troops...

- Bloomberg

SEE THEIR STORIES THIS MAY
AT THE 8TH ANNUAL GI FILM FESTIVAL.

—

Meanwhile, Britain said it was
suspending military cooperation
with Russia. And German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel, in a phone call
with Obama on Tuesday, agreed
that UN. and other international
monitors must be sent in to other
parts of Ukraine without delay.

At the same time, the U.S.
and its partners were seeking
to mount a more visible show of
NATO’s military might in the re-
gion, despite Putin’s insistence
that he has no intention of invad-
ing other regions in Ukraine,
much less other nations.
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Malaysia: Files were deleted from simulator

By IaNn MADER
The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — Inves-
tigators are trying to restore files deleted
last month from the home flight simulator
of the pilot aboard the missing Malaysian
plane to see if they shed any light on the
disappearance, Malaysia’s defense minis-
ter said Wednesday.

Hishammuddin Hussein told a news
conference that the pilot, Capt. Zaharie
Ahmad Shabh, is considered innocent until
proven guilty of any wrongdoing, and that
members of his family are cooperating in
the investigation. Files containing records

of simulations carried out on the program
were deleted Feb. 3, Malaysian police chief
Khalid Abu said.

It was not immediately clear whether
investigators thought that deleting the files
was unusual. They will want to check those
files for any signs of unusual flight paths
that could help explain where the missing
plane went.

Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 with 239
people aboard disappeared March 8 on a
night flight from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing.
Malaysian authorities have not ruled out
any possible explanations, but have said
the evidence so far suggests the flight was

deliberately turned back across Malaysia
to the Strait of Malacca, with its communi-
cations systems disabled. They are unsure
what happened next and why.
Investigators have identified two giant
arcs of territory spanning the possible po-
sitions of the plane about 7%: hours after
takeoff, based on its last faint signal to a
satellite — an hourly “handshake” signal
that continues even when communications
are switched off. The arcs stretch up as far
as Kazakhstan in central Asia and down
deep into the southern Indian Ocean.
Police are considering the possibility of
hijacking, sabotage, terrorism or issues

related to the mental health of the pilots
or anyone else on board, and have asked
for background checks from abroad on all
foreign passengers. Hishammuddin said
such checks have been received for all the
foreigners except those from Ukraine and
Russia — which account for three passen-
gers. “So far, no information of significance
on any passengers has been found,” His-
hammuddin said.

Zaharie, 53, joined Malaysia Airlines in
1981 and had more than 18,000 hours of
flight experience. People who know Zaha-
rie have described him as sociable, hum-
ble, caring and dedicated to his job.

US sends Poseidon anti-sub aircraft to Perth to continue search

By James KIMBER
Stars and Stripes

A US. Navy P-8A Poseidon
patrol aircraft arrived in Perth,
Australia, late Tuesday night as
the search for Malaysia Airlines
flight MH370 shifted west in
one of the largest international
searches in aviation history, Navy
officials announced.

The Poseidon had been operat-
ing out of Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, but was moved to Perth after
the Malaysian government shifted
the search, which began almost
two weeks ago in the South China
Sea, to an area from the southern

Indian Ocean to Kazakhstan ex-
panding the search area 2.24 mil-
lion square nautical miles.

Cmdr. William Marks, a spokes-
man for the U.S. 7th Fleet, told
The Associated Press that finding
the plane was like trying to locate
a few people somewhere between
New York and California.

“The search has expanded to
the southern portions of the In-
dian Ocean, and the P-8A has the
range required to reach those wa-
ters,” said Lt. Clayton Hunt, the
search-and-rescue  detachment
mission commander. “We will be
most effective operating out of
Perth.”

Touted as the world’s most ad-
vancedlong-rangeanti-submarine
and anti-surface warfare aircraft,
the Poseidon can search on and
under water simultaneously.

Built from a Boeing 737 air-
frame, the Poseidon has a maxi-
mum speed about 565 mph, can
fly up to 41,000 feet and can cover
more than 1,200 nautical miles in
a four-hour shift, according to
Marks.

For the MH370 search, Navy
officials said the Poseidon will fly
at 5,000 feet between 280 and 300
mph for about eight or nine hours,
dipping as low as 1,000 feet for vi-
sual inspections.

The Poseidon arrived in Kuala
Lumpur last weekend to assist
the Navy’s P-3C Orion — a Cold
War-era anti-submarine patrol
aircraft using radar, infrared and
night-vision cameras — in the
search efforts. Between the Pose-
idon and the Orion, still operating
out of the Malaysian capital, the
two patrol aircraft can search as
much as 15,000 square miles in
nine hours.

The patrol aircraft are the two
remaining Navy assets involved
in the multinational effort to find
the missing Malaysian jet, which
disappeared early March 8 with
239 people aboard en route from

Kuala Lumpur to Beijing. The
United States is just one of 26
countries aiding in the search.

The destroyer USS Kidd was
pulled from the search effort
Monday “for follow-on opera-
tional tasking as they were when
the search operation started,”
Navy officials announced, bring-
ing with it two MH-60R Seahawk
helicopters. Late last week, the
Navy redirected its first ship on
the scene, USS Pinckney, to sail
to Singapore for pre-scheduled
maintenance but hasn’t ruled out
its return to the search area.

kimber.james@stripes.com

SEAFOOD

GAME
Stuffed Quail

Seafood Lasagna
Layers of fresh Pasta layered with Lobster and
Scallop Mousse, topped with Grilled Shrimp,
served with a Roasted Garlic Lemon Zest Butter
Sauce, garnished with Fresh Spring
Peas and Baby Carrots

o

Boneless Quail filled with a homemade Roasted
Garlic and Pistachio Sausage, served with
Natural Quail Au Jus and presented atop of
Creamy Risotto, accompanied by
assorted Farm Fresh Vegetables

An eight course dinner
accompanied by a selection
of fine wines
and fabulous live entertainment

$84 Per Person
April 19, Saturday

| Seating at 18:30 | Dinner at 19:00
DRESS: BUSINESS ATTIRE

E@D@AWN
N EMPCRIUN RESTAURANT

April 5, Saturday

S MONOR OF @@L@ @m@
I %@NO&W CTANNONS

LUNCH SPECIAL $13.95 DINNER SPECIAL $19.95

Soup and Salad Bar Soup and Salad Bar
Quiche Lorraine Petite Filet and Garlic Shrim

sh Vegetables

APPETIZER
Tuna Tartar
Fresh Tuna from Tsukiji Market, hand minced
and layered with Avocado, served in a band of
house Smoked Salmon, topped with a sunny side
up Quail Egg, garnished with an assortment of
Caviars and Mustard Seed Oil

SprmE Salad
Fresh Springtime Baby Greens tossed with
Sundried Figs, Candied Walnuts and Diced

Mozzarella, Served with Herb Vinaigrette and
‘Warm Cheese Silver Dollar Rolls

DESSERT
Cherry Delights
sour ; ! 1F Open Dally
Gazpacho Mol Ch"é;‘::fy%‘:;?;}""h Niimiiini Breakfast 6:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

FOR INFORMATION CALL
EMPORIUM RESTAURANT

229-7161 « 03-3440-7871 EXT. 71

Chilled Spring Vegetable Soup,

Lunch 1:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
‘paired with Smoked Shrimp

1
(Closed Sundays)
Dinner 5:00

Sakura Ice Cream

p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

#Like us on
facebook

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
229-7151 » 03-3440-7871 EXT: 7151

events@thenewsanno.com

THE NEW SANNO
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OPINION

GOP do-nothing strategy a mistake

By RaMESH PONNURU
Bloomberg News

epublicans think they’ve hit on
the perfect strategy to win back
the Senate in 2014: Sit back and
let it happen.

Everywhere they look, things are going
their way. President Barack Obama’s job
approval is in the low 40s. His health care
law is doing a bit worse than that. Many of
the Senate elections that will be contested
in November are in states that went for
John McCain and Mitt Romney in the last
two presidential elections. Polls show the
party even has a shot in some blue states,
such as Michigan, which last elected a Re-
publican senator 20 years ago.

Republican David Jolly won a special
House election last week in a Florida dis-
trict that went for Obama twice. That vic-
tory added to Republicans’ sense that they
have momentum, and it’s leading them to
think that they’ve improved their turnout
machine since 2012.

So a lot of the party’s leaders are turn-
ing passivity into a strategy. What they’re
telling one another is: Don’t make yourself
an issue. Don’t make serious legislative
proposals, because they will only be tar-
gets for Democrats. If Republicans make
sure not to nominate weak or extreme can-
didates, and simply rail against Obama’s
health care law, they will win.

This strategy has ease of execution
going for it. Coming up with policy propos-
als that make sense and will fly politically,
and then convincing colleagues to back
them, is hard work a lot of Republicans
would rather avoid. And inaction might
pay off: Republicans probably will make
gains if they do nothing, just because it’s
a midterm election under a Democratic
president. Inaction also minimizes risks.
Uniting behind some ill-considered policy
initiative could indeed weaken the party’s
momentum.

The flip side of that advantage is that
the passive strategy doesn’t maximize op-
portunity. It’s true that public confidence
in Obama and the Democrats has fallen on
a broad range of issues, from health care
to foreign policy. But that doesn’t mean

people have gained confidence that Repub-
licans would do well on those issues. It only
means that Republicans have an opening
to make their case.

Individual Republican lawmakers have
proposed far-reaching reforms of health
care, the tax code, higher education and
jobs programs. Each of those proposals
comes with political risks. But each could
also help Republicans position themselves
as pragmatic problem-solvers rather than
merely Obama-haters. They could finish
their case against the administration’s
agenda by arguing that there’s a better
way to get the results Americans want.

And sometimes the lack of a proposal
is itself a target. That Republicans have
never united behind a health care proposal
that would do much to increase the number
of people with insurance has been one of
the Democrats’ top talking points for years
now. Sure, they say, Obamacare has its
flaws, but the Republicans have no alter-
native: They would leave millions of people
uninsured.

Counting on Democratic unpopularity
could also prove too complacent. Take a
look at The Huffington Post’s poll averages.
Obama'’s net job-approval rating is slightly
up since the start of February. His rating
on the economy has been improving since
early December. He has been rising on
foreign policy since late September. While

Newly elected
Republlcan Rep.

Jolly fills the open
seat that had been
held for decades
by Republican
C.W. Bill Young,
who died in

r.

J. Scott ApPLEWHITE/AP

the president is still “upside down,” as the
operatives say, on all those measures, Re-
publicans would be foolish to assume that
the trend is their friend.

And even if Republicans succeed by tak-
ing the path of least resistance, they will
be storing up future trouble. What if they
win the Senate? In that case, Congress will
have to move legislation. Republicans will
have to come up with attractive conserva-
tive bills then, so that Obama will either
feel it necessary to sign them or pay a polit-
ical price for vetoing them. They will be in
much better shape if they have campaigned
on some of these ideas. That way they can
say that the public knew what it would be
getting by voting for Republicans. Repub-
licans will also be better able to achieve
unity among party congressmen, who will
be more likely to feel that they’re invested
in these ideas as a group.

If Republicans want to govern after 2016,
for that matter, they should start preparing
now: coming up with an agenda, selling it
to the public and refining it as they go.

But those considerations involve think-
ing past the next elections, and that’s not
something that comes naturally to a lot of
politicians.

Ramesh Ponnuru is a Bloomberg View
columnist, a visiting fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute and a senior editor at the
National Review.

Sinclair case bolsters Gillibrand’s argument

Miami Herald editorial

he collapse of the sexual assault

trial of Army Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A.

Sinclair at Fort Bragg, N.C., high-

lights the U.S. military’s problem-
atic and arbitrary record on meting out
justice in such cases.

The defense claims undue pressure to
prosecute a high-ranking officer came
from top military brass. The prosecu-
tion has had doubts about the veracity of
the accuser. All this bolsters New York
Democratic Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand’s co-
gent argument for removing the author-
ity of military commanders to prosecute
sexual assault cases and giving that power
to military lawyers outside the chain of
command.

Gillibrand’s bill failed to overcome a
Senate filibuster by just five votes earlier
this month. Instead, the Senate last week
showed extraordinary accord in approv-
ing, 97-0, another bill, sponsored by Sen.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., that keeps com-
manders in charge of these cases but gives
the civilian secretary of a military service
the final say in cases where a prosecutor
wants to move ahead with a sexual assault
case but the commander disagrees.

Other measures bolster support for vic-
tims and ban the so-called “good soldier

defense,” forcing the military to recognize
that a professional soldier can also be a
sexual predator. The House won’t consider
the measure until late spring, and lawmak-
ers there should also approve these steps
toward justice.

Sinclair is accused by a captain under
his command of ordering her to perform
sexual acts with him in Afghanistan in
2011 during a three-year extramarital af-
fair. The general admits to the affair but
denies the assault charges. Sinclair sought
a plea deal on lesser charges, but prosecu-
tors declined. Then, in February, the lead
prosecutor expressed doubts about the
captain’s credibility before resigning.

Last week, after reviewing a series of
emails regarding the Sinclair case, the
presiding judge said prosecutors may have
rejected a plea bargain based on political
pressure. He dismissed the jury and told
prosecutors to work with the defense to
hammer out a plea deal. Sinclair’s attor-
neys claim that the Army pressed ahead
with a weak case for fear of political blow-
back if they dropped the charges against a
high-profile defendant. What a mess.

Sexual assault cases are often difficult to
prosecute, whether in civilian or military
courts, but the U.S. military has a par-
ticularly egregious track record. Rather
than basing going to trial on the evidence

and strength of a case, military prosecu-
tors must rely on commanders’ discretion.
That’s an arbitrary system.

Last year, outraged after a commander
overturned a guilty verdict in a sexual
assault case, Congress stripped military
commanders of the authority to overturn
jury convictions. It also required a civil-
ian review when a commander declines to
prosecute a case.

Gillibrand plans to bring her bill up for
another vote in late spring when both the
Senate and the House will be working
on broader defense policy bills. There is
also companion legislation pending in the
House.

The Sinclair case shows just how con-
flicted the U.S. military remains on how
to deal with sexual assault accusations,
especially when it comes to higher rank-
ing officers. Meantime, the Pentagon has
estimated that as many as 26,000 military
members may have been sexually assault-
ed in 2012, based on an anonymous survey.
That’s 26,000 potential victims and, per-
haps, an equal number of abusers!

Gillibrand’s bill would take military rank
out of the equation, while keeping these
crimes within the military’s purview, but
independent of the command chain. That’s
a better system of military justice for all
men and women in uniform.
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Putin sees glory in return to Soviet tactics

Ay sch Rt iberaGry

By KATHLEEN PARKER
WASHINGTON

‘ ‘ nce an agent, always
an agent.” This was the
terse response of Nina

Khrushcheva on  New
Year’s Eve 1999 when her mother com-
mented favorably about the new president,
Vladimir Putin, who was then speaking on
TV.

Khrushcheva, great-granddaughter of
former Premier Nikita Khrushchev, was
prescient then and feels no need to revise
those comments now. Instead, her moth-
er’s early reviews were symptomatic of
what Khrushcheva calls the “gulag of the
Russian mind,” part of the title of her just-
published book, “The Lost Khrushchev:
A Journey into the Gulag of the Russian
Mind.”

This particular gulag refers to a mind-
set that includes, as her mother’s optimism
implied, the hope that the next czar will
be better than the last. It also refers to the
still-lingering sense among many Russians
that Russia was better off before its post-
Stalinist reforms. Putin has gone so far as
to say the collapse of the Soviet Union was
a catastrophe.

Speaking to the Federation Council on
Tuesday, he more or less blamed Khrush-
chev for the current mess in Crimea, not-
ing that Khrushchev initiated the Crimean
transfer.

As translated by Khrushcheva from
Russian, Putin said, “It was unclear what
Khrushchev was motivated by. Maybe he
wanted the Ukrainian nomenclature to
be on his side. Maybe he felt responsible
for the mass repressions he organized in
Ukraine.”

“Really?” says Nina, her eyebrow an au-
dible arch. “Mass repressions? And this
from the man who has been trying to reha-
bilitate Stalin, the czar of mass repressions,
since the moment he got into the Kremlin.

Oh the gulag of the Russian mind!”

Khrushcheva, an associate professor of
international affairs at The New School
in New York, is no fan of Putin, one might
have guessed. A woman who prefers sim-
plicity, she is direct, blunt and, at times,
wickedly funny. Would that President
Barack Obama had a foreign policy, she
says, adding that she is a loyal Democrat.
Would that Americans understood Putin
for what he is — no mere bully, he is “an
old KGB chinovnik (petty clerk).”

Although Putin enjoys the popular image
of the terrifying KGB agent, Khrushcheva
says he was really a clerk whose nickname
was “Moth.” More Miss Moneypenny than
James Bond.

In his own mind, Putin is “messianic, a
uniter of lands, and corrector of historic
wrongs,” Khrushcheva says sarcastically.
Which is to say, he is often delusional. Yet
his delusion is buffeted by the wounded
pride of his countrymen, many of whom
also want to see the motherland restored
to greatness.

While American observers try to pre-
dict Putin’s next moves, Khrushcheva has
been on target thus far. Her prediction on
Feb. 20 that Putin would go into Ukraine
— and six days later that Crimea would be
taken over — was exact. Her (measured)
prediction now is that Putin won’t pursue
Ukraine if only because it is too expensive
to invade another country.

It is possible, meanwhile, that Putin’s
yawning response to Western penalties
could mean that he doesn’t fully realize
the effect sanctions could have because he
doesn’t fully understand how free econo-
mies and markets work. As Khrushcheva
says, “You can’t order them (markets) not
to panic.”

Although the recent rollout of sanctions
on members of Putin’s inner circle, viewed
as weak, were followed by a Russian mar-
ket rally, stronger sanctions could be more

damaging. Then again, it may be that Putin
doesn’t really care. His interest isn’t in to-
day’s markets but in tomorrow’s empire.

Crimeans, 97 percent of whom voted to
become part of Russia (against a backdrop
of heavily armed Russian troops), may be
deluding themselves in thinking that they
might become another Sochi — rebuilt
in splendor in preparation for the Winter
Olympics. Asks Khrushcheva, does Russia
really have another $50 billion to create a
new showpiece?

Meanwhile, the key to preventing ten-
sions from further escalating is for the
European Union and NATO to chart a firm
course with Kiev — and they must mean it.
“What Putin hates is idle talk.”

As for allowing Putin to save face, as
many commentators have opined, never
mind. As far as Putin is concerned, he’s in
charge. He’s the leader who keeps his word.
Putin said he’d take Crimea — and he did.
If he doesn’t go further into Ukraine, it
won’t be to save face but to allow others to
relax. And for his beneficence, Crimea will
be forgiven?

This is his calculation, in Khrushcheva’s
analysis, and one can only hope that Putin
the agent explores his inner magnanimity
and feels good about himself at the end of
the day.

Kathleen Parker is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Russian military discipline is evident in Crimea

By Davip IeNaTIUus

WASHINGTON
rom the photographs we’ve seen of
the Russian special operations, or
“Spetsnaz,” troops that intervened
in Crimea, several things are ob-

vious: They’re secretive, moving without
insignia and often covering their faces;
they’re disciplined, and they’re decisive.

The diplomatic response to the Russian
intervention is continuing. But Pentagon
officials are beginning to assess the mili-
tary “lessons learned.” The bottom line is
that Russia’s move into Crimea was a study
in the speedy deployment of special opera-
tions forces to achieve a limited objective.

“What has been most striking to me so
far has been the apparent levels of disci-
pline, training and cooperation among the
Russian forces,” noted Paul Saunders, ex-
ecutive director of the Center for the Na-
tional Interest, in an interview this week
with the military blog War on the Rocks.

The Russians deployed quickly in the
hours surrounding reports of their ini-
tial movement on Feb. 26. Two days later,
when President Barack Obama warned
that there would be “costs” for invading
Crimea, the Russian forces were already
in place and the intervention was nearly a
fait accompli.

The Russians are thought to have had
roughly 15,000 troops in Crimea when
the crisis began, and quickly added about
another 5,000, mostly special operations
troops. The Russians are allowed up to
25,000 military personnel there under
their 30-year lease of the Black Sea naval

AnpREI UDOVICHENKO/AP

Unidentified armed men search an area
close to a Ukrainian military unit in Sim-
feropol, Crimea, on Tuesday. Gunfire at
the military facility in the capital of sepa-
ratist Crimea killed one serviceman and a
member of a local self-defense brigade.

base at Sevastopol.

Military analysts note some interesting
characteristics of the Russian deployment:
President Vladimir Putin, a former KGB
lieutenant colonel, chose something closer
to a paramilitary “covert action” than a
normal military attack. Because the troops
didn’t have Russian insignia, there was a
thin veil of deniability, which the Russians
exploited.

At a news conference March 4, Putin
denied that Russian troops had invaded,
despite photographic evidence to the con-
trary. “You can go to a store and buy a

uniform,” insisted Putin. This “deniabil-
ity” was maintained by Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu, who said on March S it was
‘“complete nonsense” that Russian troops
had invaded Crimea and that he had “no
idea” how Russian military vehicles had
gotten there.

These bland denials of reality were use-
ful in several ways: They maintained a fig
leaf of legitimacy for an illegal interven-
tion; they allowed Russia a chance (not
yet taken) to de-escalate an operation that
hadn’t officially been acknowledged; and
they distanced Putin in case things went
badly and Ukrainians were killed.

Putin also showed a notable willingness
to take risks. So far, there has been al-
most no bloodshed between Russians and
Ukrainians, but Putin couldn’t have known
this when he began. That’s why the preci-
sion and discipline of Russian forces were
crucial. Their professionalism reduced the
risk of an incident that could have spiraled
out of control.

Finally, Putin prepared a rationale for
his intervention — along with the atten-
dant propaganda. He insisted he was act-
ing to protect Russian citizens and Russian
speakers in Crimea. His troops were wel-
comed by a generally supportive Crimean
population, and his action was lauded back
home. This model suggests that Putin
might be prepared to move, similarly, to
protect Russians in neighboring countries,
such as eastern Ukraine or the Trans-Dni-
ester region of Moldova.

Analysts think Putin would be less likely
to move against neighboring states, such

as Lithuania and Latvia, that have signifi-
cant Russian-speaking populations — but
are also NATO members. Such operations
would require far more force — and would
test NATO’s “Article 5” commitment
to U.S.-led mutual defense, a risk that’s
probably greater than Putin is willing to
tolerate.

The well-organized Crimea operation
also suggests improvement in the quality
and training of the Russian military. Their
troops had operated with far less precision
a decade ago in Chechnya and in the 2008
invasion of Georgia. A botched attempt to
free 850 hostages in a Moscow theater in
2002 resulted in the deaths of 130 of the
captives.

Russia has evidently been getting re-
sults for increased spending on its mili-
tary: The 2012 edition of an annual survey
by the International Institute for Strategic
Studies estimated that Russia would spend
3.78 percent of its GDP on defense in 2013,
by far the highest amount in more than a
decade. Aging or incompetent Russian of-
ficers have been purged as part of a mod-
ernization campaign.

This Russian army, in short, is not the
one that proved so feeble in Afghanistan. It
is well-trained and stealthy, and effectively
uses a “small footprint.” And Putin clearly
wasn’t deterred by NATO military moves
that signaled a commitment to protect
member states — but didn’t convey a will-
ingness to check Russian black operations
in a friendly, neighboring region.

David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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tic edibles

Van Gogh's
“Self-Portrait With Bandaged Ear”
as a ploughman’s sandwich.

Masa Smen/Courtesy of the Art Fund

Britain’s Art Fund launches fundraiser bake-off featuring homages to favorite works of art

By KrisTIN HOHENADEL
Slate

ast fall, the staff of Britain’s Art

Fund, which supports hundreds

of museums and galleries across

the United Kingdom, decided
to test out a brilliant fundraising idea: a
bake-off in which art fans across the land
produce edible homages to their favorite
works of art.

To get started and provide inspiration,
the Art Fund commissioned a selection
of edible masterpieces developed with
professional recipe-testing by Georgia
Levy, food styling by Kim Morphew and
prop styling from Lydia Brun.

They include a sponge cake rendition
of a Mondrian painting, a shortbread
Wedgewood plate and a Rice Krispies
treat splattered with white and black royal

icing on a work by Jackson Pollock.

“My main aim was to recreate the mas-
terpieces so they looked as close to the
originals, but also so they could be recre-
ated by a nonbaker, too,” Morphew said in
an email. “Everything used in the master-
pieces is edible.”

One of the trickiest pieces to create was
the Wedgewood cake, she said: “I really
wanted the plate to look like a plate, so I
experimented with the shortbread by bak-
ing it on different plates. Too much butter,
and the shortbread would break, too thin,
and it would catch on the edges of the plate
and break when I iced it. In the end, I suc-
ceeded with a totally edible plate.”

Art Fund recently launched a fundrais-
ing campaign (tag line: “Fundraising for
Art: It’s a Piece of Cake”) to get art and
food lovers to bake their own favorite ed-

ible masterpieces. They hope that par-
ticipants will come together on May 9 to
host raffles or bake-sale events that will
benefit Art Fund. They’ve set up a website
involved/edibl ster-

uncooked ingredients, such as vegetables,
fruit or cheese.”

Like an edible recreation of Van Gogh’s
“Self-Portrait With Bandaged Ear,” made
with the i i found in a typical

(artfund.org/get
pieces) that includes recipes of the edible
masterpieces and a fundraising pack.

The organizers have set a high bar
with these creations. But they encourage
even those who don’t bake much to take
the creative challenge of using food to
design counterfeit versions of a favorite
masterpiece.

“You could decorate a cake to look like
a contemporary piece of artwork, bake
a biscuit that resembles an old master’s
painting or make a pie inspired by a land-
mark building,” the website reads. “And if
you’re not a dab hand in the kitchen, you
can recreate a whole host of artworks with

British ploughman’s sandwich, framed
with sliced brown bread, and fashioned
with peppercorn eyes, a sliced pickle but-
ton and a bandage fashioned from Brie.

“I was asked to use ploughman’s ingre-
dients to make the painting,” Morphew
said. “So I bought all the different ingre-
dients I could think of that would make
a ploughman’s from gherkins, pickled
onions, brown pickle, cheese, bread etc.
Then using different methods I created
the painting to achieve texture, light
and shade and atmosphere. I think I am
most proud of his coat — the lettuce I
chose had the perfect degree of shading
and texture!”

¢ Everything used in the masterpieces is edible. )

Kim Morphew, food stylist
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wait in a private top-floor lounge with direct boarding to the upstairs fleet
of double-decker Airbus A380s. Coach boards on the plane’s lower level.

o

An Allegiant Air flight attendant prepares passengers in coach
for takeoff at McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas.

i

ip service offers VIP travelers a discreet
process, access to agents for help and a

Travelers wait in line to board a flight at LaGuardia Airport in New York.

AP photos

Latest luxury travel perk: Safe distance from the masses

BY ScotT MAYEROWITZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK

n flights from San Fran-

cisco to Hong Kong, first-

class passengers can enjoy

a mesclun salad with king

crab or a grilled USDA prime beef

tenderloin, stretch out in a 3-foot-

wide seat that converts to a bed

and wash it all down with a pre-

slumber Krug “Grande Cuvee”
Brut Champagne.

Yet some of the most cherished
new international first-class perks
have nothing to do with meals,
drinks or seats. Global airlines are
increasingly rewarding wealthy
fliers with something more intan-
gible: physical distance between
them and everyone else.

Theideaistoprovide anexclusive
experience — inaccessible, even
invisible, to the masses in coach.
It’s one way that a gap between the
world’s wealthiest 1 percent and
everyone else has widened.

Many top-paying international
passengers, having put down
roughly $15,000 for a ticket, now
check in at secluded facilities and
are driven in luxury cars directly
to planes. Others can savor the
same premier privileges by re-
deeming 125,000 or more frequent
flier miles for a trip of a lifetime.

‘When Emirates Airline opened a
new concourse at its home airport
in Dubai last year, it made sure to
keep coach passengers separate
from those in business and first
class. The top floor of the building
is alounge for premium passengers

with direct boarding to the upstairs
of Emirates’ fleet of double-decker
Airbus A380s. Those in coach wait
one story below and board to the
lower level of the plane.

London’s Heathrow Airport
took a private suite area designed
for the royal family and heads of
state and in July opened it to any
passenger flying business or first
class who's willing to pay an extra
$2,500.

There’s a lot of money on the
line. At big carriers like Ameri-
can Airlines, about 70 percent of
revenue comes from the top 20

percent of its customers.

The special treatment now
starts at check-in. American and
United Airlines have both devel-
oped private rooms, located in dis-
creet corners of their terminals in
New York, Chicago and elsewhere,
that allow for a speedy check-in.
Boarding passes in hand, travelers
exit through hidden doors leading
to the front of security lines.

United started in July and Delta
Air Lines in 2011 driving their top
customers who have tight connec-
tions at major airports from one
gate to another in luxury cars.

BIG LUXURY TRANSLAT! O BIG BUCKS

© On Cathay Pacific airlines, a round-trip flight in July between New York and Hong Kong costs
$1,600 in coach, $7,600 in business class and $19,000 in first class.

@® At big carriers like American Airlines, about 70 percent of revenue comes from the top 20 percent

of its customers.

Want to board first? No prob-
lem. Want to be the last one seated,
moments before the door closes?
Sure. Airlines will even save room
for your bags in the overhead bin.

International first class has
long been distinguished by gour-
met meals, wide seats and giant
TVs preloaded with hundreds of
movies and TV shows. But in re-
cent years, airlines also upgraded
their international business class
sections, ripping apart cabins to
install chairs that convert into lay-
flat beds. That left very little to
differentiate first class from busi-
ness class.

So some airlines scrapped the
ultra-premium cabin. Others have
cut the number of first-class seats
in half, thereby creating a more in-
timate experience that commands
the higher price. For instance,
a round-trip flight in July be-
tween New York and Hong Kong
on Cathay Pacific costs $1,600 in
coach, $7,600 in business class and
$19,000 in first class.
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Police seek Amish
buggy in hit-and-run

P NEW WILMINGTON

— State police are
searching for an unlikely suspect
in a western Pennsylvania hit-
and-run accident: the driver of an
Amish buggy.

Troopers from the Mercer bar-
racks said the buggy twice hit a
passenger vehicle at a crossroads
on Route 158 in Wilmington
Township on Sunday.

The buggy then left the scene
and its driver has yet to be
identified.

Teacher gives students
non-alcoholic beer
LINDEN — A Michigan

M teacher made a poor
choice by giving non-alcoholic
beer to a class of fifth-graders in
a history lesson, a school official
said.

Superintendent Ed Koledo said
the teacher allowed Hyatt El-
ementary students in Linden to
sample O’Doul’s that had been
brought to school by a student
March 6 to represent ale common
in the 1700s. The students were
told that many people drank ale
at the time because water was
sometimes dirty or unhealthy.

“We talked to the teacher and
said this was an inappropriate
choice,” Koledo said. “There were
a lot better choices to represent a
colonial-era drink than what was
chosen here.”

The students were allowed a
small taste but none were forced
to try the non-alcoholic beer,
school officials said.

Settlement reached in
discrimination lawsuit

NEW YORK—Alawsuit
alleging that the New

AP photos

Helicopter crashes near Space Needle

A KOMO-TV helicopter crashed into a street near Seattle’s Space Needle on Tuesday, killing
two people and critically injuring another person in a car on the ground and sending plumes of
black smoke over the city during the morning rush hour. The KOMO-TV helicopter apparently
was lifting off from its rooftop when it possibly hit the side of the building and went down,
hitting three vehicles on the street, the station said.

THE CENSUS

$100K

York Fire Department discrimi-
nated against minority applicants
has been settled, pre-empting a
trial that had been scheduled to
start this month in the 7-year-old
case, lawyers for a black firefight-
ers’ group said Tuesday.

New York City has agreed to
“broad injunctive relief and back
pay,” lawyers from the Center for
Constitutional Rights said. The
center represented the Vulcan
Society of black firefighters. It
said minority fire department ap-
plicants will be eligible to receive
back pay totaling $98 million.

In May 2013, an appeals court
ruled that the FDNY must under-
go court supervision for five years
to ensure it doesn't discriminate
against blacks and Hispanics in its
hiring practices.

Grenade in stolen
scooter alarms police
w EVERETT — A man

who was stopped while
riding a stolen scooter about 4
a.m. Monday in Everett told the
officer there was a grenade under
the seat.

Officers saw what looked like
a grenade and sealed off the area
for the bomb squad.

Experts determined the gre-
nade is harmless.

Police said the 26-year-old
rider was arrested on outstand-
ing warrant and for investigation
of possessing a stolen vehicle.

Prostitution scandal
quietly draws to close
M ALFRED — A prosti-

tution scandal in Ken-
nebunk has quietly drawn to a
close with resolution of the final
client’s case.

The man was fined $500 last
week after he pleaded guilty, join-
ing dozens of others including a
former mayor, minister and fire-
fighter to be convicted of engaging
with a prostitute.

The scandal made interna-
tional headlines in 2012 with re-
ports of 100 to 150 clients, many
of whom were videotaped without
their knowledge while paying for
sex with fitness instructor Alexis
Wright. But the prosecution was
hampered when a judge ruled she
didn’t have to testify against them.

Suspension upheld in
hoy’s ‘finger gun’ case
COLUMBUS — .A

o three-day

ported a district hearing officer
upheld the boy’s suspension Mon-
day while offering to change the
offense to committing a “volatile
act.”

Court sides with eatery
in hot gravy dispute
OKLAHOMA CITY —

OK An Oklahoma appeals

court has ruled a mother is not en-
titled to recover any damages after
her 7-year-old daughter spilled hot
gravy on her leg after buying a
meal from a fast food restaurant’s
drive-through window.

The Oklahoma Court of Civil
Appeals ruled Monday in favor of
the defendant, Whataburger, and
upheld a lower court’s ruling.

The child’s mother sued the res-
taurant after she ordered a meal
that included a Styrofoam bowl of
heated gravy that spilled on her
daughter’s leg, resulting in sec-
ond-degree burns.

The court determined the gravy
was not unr bly hot and that

from school has been upheld for
a 10-year-old boy a principal said
pretended his finger was a gun
and pointed it at another student’s
head.

The fifth-grader had said he
was “just playing around” but Co-
lumbus city schools said students
had been warned about pretend
gun play numerous times this

ear.

The Columbus Dispatch re-

the family had eaten the same
meal many times and should have
“known or expected the gravy to
burn if spilled.”

Police seek man who
stole patrol SUV
SAN ANTONIO — San

T Antonio police are seek-
ing a vehicle theft suspect who
was handcuffed but managed to

The settlement a northern New Jersey family has accepted form the federal government for an incident
in which their home was hit by a piece of an artillery fragment from a nearby military installation.

The incident occurred in 2008 in Jefferson Township in Morris County, where Fred-
erick and Cheryl Angle’s home sits near the Picatinny Arsenal. A two-pound
piece of shrapnel crashed through the roof of the home during weapons
training, killing the family cat. The Angles, who have three children,

sued the government for negligence and emotional distress.

> N

steal a patrol SUV and flee.

Police said the patrol vehicle
was found abandoned later Mon-
day afternoon and Andrew Da-
vila, 40, was gone.

Davila was initially detained
while driving a truck that was re-
ported stolen.

Sgt. Javier Salazar said Davi-
la’s hands were restrained behind
his back but he managed to get
the cuffs to the front of his body,
slip through a window in a parti-
tion and reach the patrol vehicle’s
front seat.

Governor OKs military
relief fund changes

I INDIANAPOLIS —

About 26,000 of Indiana’s
veterans will soon be eligible
for grants from a state fund that
helps veterans facing tough times
pay for food, housing and other
expenses for themselves and
their families.

Gov. Mike Pence signed a
measure into law last week that
expands access to the state’s Mili-
tary Family Relief Fund to all In-
diana veterans who served in the
wars in Irag and Afghanistan as
members of the U.S. armed forc-
es or National Guard.

Indiana currently restricts vet-
erans’ eligibility for the grants to
three years after their military
service is over, but that limit will
end July 1.

From wire reports’
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By GINA MCINTYRE
Los Angeles Times

hen Jim Henson’s
menagerie of talk-
ing animals and
fish-throwing

vaudevillians made
their big-screen

comeback in 2011’s “The Muppets,”
Kermit the Frog and company faced
down a greedy oil tycoon named Tex
Richman to save their old theater from
demolition.

In their newest cinematic adventure,
“Muppets Most Wanted,” set for re-
lease from Disney on March 21 in the
U.S., amore dangerous foe lies in wait
for the performers — a criminal mas-
termind named Constantine who hap-
pens to bear a striking resemblance to
the troupe’s genial impresario.

“He’s a Kermit doppelganger,” said
producer Todd Lieberman.

A lively mix of sight gags, puns, ce-
lebrity cameos and gleeful fourth-wall
breaking helped the Muppets become
comedy legends, and “Most Wanted”
preserves that formula, this time
grafting a case of mistaken identity
onto crime caper convention.

Aside from a vaguely Eastern
European accent and a black facial
mole, the villainous Constantine is
virtually indistinguishable from
Kermit, which means that once
he breaks out of a Russian pris-
on and switches places with the
good-natured frog, the troupe
finds itself with the wrong am-

Star-studded

Celebs turn up ,
in ‘Muppets
Most Wanted’

‘11|e Muppets are so
beloved ... it d "t iy
take a lot of convincing.”

Todd Lieberman
producer, on getting celebrities for smaller
roles in “Muppets Most Wanted”

Burrell’s Interpol agent. (Patriotic
Sam the Eagle joins the pursuit too.)

In addition to the “Modern Family”
star, the film features Ricky Gervais
as Badguy and Tina Fey as a Siberian
warden who falls for her frog captive.

A host of other actors, including
Salma Hayek and “The Avengers” star
Tom Hiddleston, turn up in smaller
roles.

“The Muppets are so beloved, espe-
cially by comedians, it doesn’t usually
take a lot of convincing,” Lieberman
said.

“Most Wanted” arrives as a follow-up
to “The Muppets,” which returned the
foam and felt superstars to theaters for
the first time in more than a decade.
Written by Nicholas Stoller and star
Jason Segel and directed by James
Bobin, that film grossed $88 million
at the box office and won an Oscar for
Bret McKenzie, the “Flight of the Con-
chords” comedian who penned songs
for the musical.

Bobin and Stoller wrote the script
for the sequel with an eye toward
maintaining Muppet tradition while

phibian in charge.

Together with his partner
Dominic Badguy — that’s
pronounced “Bad G;” it’s
French — Constantine
begins pulling heists
as the group travels
around the world,

drawing the

attention of Ty

DisNey/MCT

simultaneously expanding the scope
of the story.

“The first movie was really about in-
troducing the Muppets to an age group
who weren’t really as familiar with
them,” said Lieberman, who produced
“Muppets” and the new film with part-
ner David Hoberman. “Now that we’ve
set that groundwork, we can go off and
have an enormous amount of fun.”

Ricky Gervais is just one of the celebrities in the
upcoming flick, “Muppets Most Wanted.” The movie will
open in some installation theaters on March 29.

New ‘Star Wars’ flick to begin shooting in May; story set 30 years after ‘Jedi’

From wire reports

The new “Star Wars” has
an official timeline and one
confirmed returning character:
robot R2-D2.

Director J.J. Abrams will begin
shooting in May on “Star Wars:
Episode VII,” which is set three
decades after 1983’s “Return of
the Jedi,” Disney CEO Bob Iger
said Tuesday.

Speaking at the company’s
annual shareholder’s meeting
in Portland, Ore., Iger said the
movie would feature “some very
familiar faces along with a trio
of new, young leads.” Abrams
has a penchant for secrecy, and
Iger said R2-D2 was the only
“official cast member” he would
announce.

“Episode VII” is set for release
in December 2015.

Charlie Brown, Snoopy
headed to big screen
Good o' Charlie Brown and

Snoopy are going 3-D.
20th Century Fox and Blue Sky

Studios say “Peanuts” will hit the-
aters Nov. 6, 2015. It’s the first full-
length computer-animated film
based on the Charles Schulz comic
strip that ran from 1950 to 2000.

Charlie Brown and Snoopy
have updated looks in a one-
minute trailer unveiled Tuesday
at peanutsmovie.com. The teaser
shows the beloved pair up to their
old tricks, as Snoopy tries to steal
the spotlight and Charlie Brown
mutters his famous line “Good
grief”

Rolling Stones
postpone 7 concerts

The Rolling Stones have thus far
postponed a total of seven concert
dates after the death of L'Wren
Scott, the designer, celebrity styl-
ist and former model who’s long
been romantically linked to Stones
leader Mick Jagger.

All of the dates are part of the
“14 On Fire” tour in Australia and
New Zealand, and no rescheduled
shows have yet been announced.

Scott was found dead Monday

in her New York City apartment.
A spokesman for the Rolling
Stones singer said Monday that
Jagger was “completely shocked
and devastated by the news.”

The site says a new round of
dates for Australia and New Zea-
land is “presently being worked
on.” Ticket holders are advised to
hold onto their tickets until fur-
ther notice.

Tuesday morning, a photo with
a heartfelt tribute to Scott was
posted on Jagger’s official Face-
book page.

‘The Walking Dead’
tops Nielsen dramas

The broadcast television net-
works showed some 20 original
dramas among the 50 most-pop-
ular programs last week, yet
cable’s sensation “The Walking
Dead” beat them all.

AMC’s creep fest was seen by
just under 13 million people, the
Nielsen company said. Only the
CBS comedy “The Big Bang The-
ory” and two episodes of the NBC
competition “The Voice” — no

dramas — had more viewers.

“The Walking Dead” is com-
monly the most popular drama
among young people, but it’s a
bigger achievement when viewers
of all ages are counted. There’s
one asterisk: CBS’ “NCIS” and
“NCIS: Los Angeles” aired re-
runs last week, and those pro-
grams usually beat AMC’s show
in original episodes.

Given how difficult it is for net-
works to establish new dramas
these days, ABC and NBC had
some good news with the recep-
tions given to “Resurrection” and
“Believe.” ABC’s “Resurrection”
remained in Nielsen’s top 10 for
its second episode.

Other news

® Justin Bieber claimed after
a shaky sobriety test in Florida
that he was suffering from a hair-
line fracture in his right foot and
made condescending comments
to officers, according to a Miami
Beach, Fla., police document re-
leased Tuesday. The police sum-
mary of Bieber’s performance on

various sobriety tests following
his Jan. 23 arrest shows that the
pop singer told officers he had
injured his foot skateboarding
three months earlier.

m A lawsuit by Kim Kardashi-
an and Kanye West over leaked
footage of their marriage pro-
posal can proceed because it does
not violate the free speech rights
of the co-founder of YouTube, a
judge ruled Tuesday. The ruling
came as a Superior Court judge
in California rejected a motion by
Chad Hurley seeking dismissal of
the case against him on constitu-
tional grounds. A trial on the case
is scheduled for Nov. 17.

® Global music revenues fell
3.9 percent to $15 billion in 2013,
pulled down by a sharp decline
in compact disc sales in Japan,
according to the International
Federation of the Phonographic
Industry. Japan, which accounts
for more than a fifth of worldwide
sales, saw revenue fall 16.7 per-
cent, the trade group said Tuesday.
Excluding Japan, global music
revenue fell just 0.1 percent.
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Sony unveils PS4 virtual reality headset

By DERRIK J. LANG
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Sony is
getting into the virtual reality
business.

The Japanese electronics and
gaming giant unveiled a proto-
type virtual reality headset to be
used in conjunction with its Play-
Station 4 video game console dur-
ing a Tuesday talk at the Game
Developers Conference.

Shuhei Yoshida, president of
Sony Computer Entertainment
Worldwide Studios, showed off
the slick black-and-white headset
at the annual gathering of game
designers. He said Sony has been
working on the technology for
more than three years.

The adjustable device is code-
named Project Morpheus and
features a head-mounted display
with 1080p resolution and a 90-
degree field of view. Sensors built
into the headset can track a wear-
er’s head movement in concert
with a PS4 camera.

“This prototype is by no means

JerF CHIU/AP

's new headset will bring
a virtual reality experience to
PlayStation 4 users.

final,” said Yoshida. “We will con-
tinue to work on this to improve it,
but we believe it’s a good repre-
sentation of how PlayStation will
deliver VR.”

Anton Mikhailov, a senior soft-
ware engineer working on Proj-
ect Morpheus, said the current
version of the technology must be
attached to a PS4 console with a
cord that’s about 15 feet long, and
users’ virtual perspectives can

be simultaneously broadcast on a
television screen.

“The experience can be shared,
and that’s only going to allow it to
spread,” said Mikhailov. “I think
that’s going to be the key. Once
people see someone else interact-
ing in VR, they’re going to want to
put it on and try it next.”

Mikhailov said users will be
able to interact with the virtual
world displayed on the headset
with the gesture-detecting Play-
Station Move controller, as well
as the standard DualShock 4.
He declined to specify when the
headset would be released or how
much it would cost.

units, Project Morpheus marks
the company’s first foray into VR
with PlayStation. Sony’s headset
is similar to the Oculus Rift, a
VR device currently in develop-
ment by the Irvine, Calif.-based
startup Oculus VR.

Both devices use head tracking
to reduce queasiness when users
peek around a virtual

ary rates
Euro costs (March 20

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
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and they look more like ski gog-
gles than the bulky gaming hel-
mets of the 1990s that usually left
users with headaches.
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

- - =
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Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast
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When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.
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Announcements

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements

Be aware of the common
red flags
Some of the latest Scam
fads ar

W Vehicle buyers wanting to

buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped

Automotive 140

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfll the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of

through an agent using merchandise advertised in

paypal, the newspaper or on the
web site.
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS.
for help with a drnking problem call
+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
‘wwiw alcoholics-anonymous.eu
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Jackson begins new job reshaping Knicks

By BRIAN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Phil Jackson has control
of the New York Knicks, along with com-
plete power to do what is necessary to fix
them.

His work started Wednesday, when he
visited his new players and coaches and
watched them host the Indiana Pacers, the
type of franchise he might like the Knicks
to become.

Indianahasthebestrecordinthe Eastern
Conference, a roster that was intelligently
assembled free of ownership interference,
and carries real championship hopes.

The Knicks are just trying to make the
playoffs while Jackson evaluates who he
thinks can be part of their future.

“Who wants to play together, who looks
like they can play together and how can we
build on that?” Jackson said.

He didn’t provide all the answers at his
press conference Tuesday.

® On Carmelo Anthony: The All-Star
forward can become a free agent this sum-
mer and Jackson indicated the Knicks will
want to keep hi

“I have no problems with commmmg
to saying Carmelo is in the future plans,”
Jackson said.

® On Mike Woodson: Given that Dolan’s
first discussions with Jackson in late 2013
involved him coaching the team, Woodson
might already be gone if Jackson wanted
to return to the bench. Instead, he’ll decide
how long Woodson, who he called a “very
good basketball coach,” would be on it.

Woods out with back spasms

ORLANDO, Fla. — Tiger Woods with-
drew from the Arnold Palmer Invitational
on Tuesday because of persistent pain in

his back, creating even more uncertainty
for golf’s No. 1 player with the Masters
only three weeks away.

“I personally called Arnold today to tell
him that, sadly, I won’t be able to play in
his tournament this year,” Woods said on
his website.

‘Woods withdrew after 13 holes of the final
round at the Honda Classic three weeks ago
because of what he called back spasms and
pain in his lower back. He tried to defend
his title the following week at Doral, only
for his back to flare up again in the final
round. He closed with a 78, the highest
Sunday score of his PGA Tour career and
the first final round without a birdie.

Ballistics expert testifies

PRETORIA, South Africa — Oscar Pis-
torius’ girlfriend was standing in a toilet
cubicle and facing the closed door when
she was hit in the right hip by the first of
four bullets that he fired, a police ballistics
expert testified Wednesday at the double-
amputee runner’s murder trial.

Reeva Steenkamp fell back onto a maga-
zine holder in the cubicle and crossed her
arms over her head to protect herself, said
Capt. Christiaan Mangena. The second
bullet missed Steenkamp and ricocheted
off the wall and broke into fragments,
bruising her back, he said.

Steenkamp was then hit in her right arm
and in the head by the third and fourth
shots fired by Pistorius with his 9 mm pis-
tol, he said. She collapsed with her head on
the toilet seat, Mangena said.

Pistorius, 27, is charged with premeditat-
ed murder in Steenkamp’s shooting death
on Feb. 14 last year and faces 25 years to
life in prison if convicted. He says he shot
Steenkamp, 29, by mistake through a locked

ClassifiedsEUROPE..........

door in his bathroom because he thought
she was a dangerous nighttime intruder.

Pistorius says Steenkamp went to use the
toilet during the night without him know-
ing, but prosecutors charge he killed her
after a loud argument that caused her to
flee and hide in the toilet area. Neighbors
have testified to hearing loud screaming
before and during the shots being fired.

Mangena concluded that one of the final
two bullets fired by Pistorius went through
Steenkamp’s left hand, which she held over
her head, before it penetrated her skull.
The policeman said he couldn’t determine
the order of the last two shots.

Another witness, Col. Mike Sales, inves-
tigated the web history on two iPad tablets
found in Pistorius’ home. He analyzed the
activity on one of the devices hours before
Steenkamp was killed, he said.

Around 6.30 p.m. South African time
on Feb. 13, accordmg to records shown on
TV monitors in court, a search was made
on Google for a pornographic website.
Then, straight after, a page was accessed
that was described with the words “Mo-
bile Porn, Free Mobile Porn, iPhone Porn,
Phone Porn, iPad Porn.”

Munich forward to play for US

CHICAGO— Bayern Munich forward
Julian Green wants to play for the United
States and has applied to FIFA to change
his association from Germany.

The 18-year-old, who was born in
Tampa, Fa., played for Germany in three
qualifiers for the 2014 European Under-19
Championship, making his debut last Oct.
10 against Belarus.

Since 2009, FIFA has allowed a one-
time change in national team affiliation
for a player who has appeared in an offi-

cial match for a youth national team — as
long as the player had dual citizenship at
the time.

“We are absolutely thrilled,” U.S. coach
Jurgen Klinsmann said in a statement on
Tuesday. “He is a very special talent. We
wanted him to feel comfortable with our
program and listen to his heart when mak-
ing this decision.”

Braves’ Medlen out for season

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Braves pitcher Kris
Medlen has undergone elbow-ligament re-
placement surgery for the second time.

The Braves said Wednesday that Dr.
James Andrews reconstructed the ulnar
collateral ligament in Medlen’s right elbow
a day earlier during the procedure at Gulf
Breeze, Fla. Medlen is expected to miss
the entire season.

Medlen tore his right UCL while pitch-
ing on Aug. 4, 2010, was operated on by An-
drews that Aug. 18 and didn’t pitch for the
Braves again until Sept. 25, 2011.

Murray splits with coach Lend|

LONDON — Following a fruitful two-
year relationship, Wimbledon champion
Andy Murray has parted ways with coach
Ivan Lendl — the man who helped turn
him from a four-time Grand Slam runner-
up into a two-time major champion.

Murray and Lendl announced their
decision on the British player’s blog on
Wednesday, a few days after Murray lost
in the fourth round at Indian Wells.

With Lendl, Murray won Olympic gold
in London in 2012 and the U.S. Open title
later the same year. In 2013, he became the
first British man to triumph at Wimbledon
in 77 years.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Pro baseball
Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Pct
Cleveland 1! 789
Tampa Bay 1 750
eattle 1. 737
Baltimore 1 625
etroi 1 579
Oakland 10 8 55
New York 1 550
Kansas City 529
Los Angeles 10 .474
Minnesota 467
Chicago 438
Boston 11 421
Houston 11 .389
Toronto 11 .389
Texas 12 333
NATIONAL LEAGUE
w Pct
Miami 1 650
Pittsburgh 1 588
rizona 1 1550
San Francisco 1 550
‘Washington 1 526
Colorado 10 .474
New York 10 .474
Chicago 10 12 .455
Cmcinnali 12 .429
Milwaukee 12 429
tlanta 12 .400
St. Louis 400
Los Angeles 10 1375
nDicgo. 138
BAladelnia

Note: Spiit-squad games count i me
standings; games against non-major
feague teams do not.
Tuesday’s games
N.Y. Yankees 8, Boston
Detroit (s3) 18, Toronto 4
Miami 8, n 1
[\ Vets 5, Detroit (ss) 4
Milwaukee'9, Texas (ss) 3
Oakland 16, Chicago White Sox 6
Tampa Bay 11, Minnesota 3
Texas (s5) 7. Chicago Cubs 6, 10 in-

ning
Sleveland 12, san Francusco 11
Seattle 5, San Dlsdq
nesday’s games.

anesota vs St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

Fla.
1o Niladelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin,
a.
pia Y Yankees vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,
a.
Oakland vs. Cleveland at Goodyear,
Ariz.
A Angels vs. Chicago White Sox at
Glendale, Ariz.
Milwalikee vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Houston vs. Washington at Viera, Fla.
| pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort Myers,
Fla.
Cincinnati vs. Kansas City at Surprise,

Chlcago Cubs vs. Colorado at Scotts-
dale, At
rsday’s games
Tcmnto vs Ph\lade\phla (ss) at Clear-

Phlladelphlﬂ (ss) vs. Houston at Kis-

v Washington at Viera, Fla.

St Louis vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla.

e Atianta vs. N.Y. Mets at Port'St. Lucie,
Texas vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear, Ariz.
Seattle vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,

Ariz.
LA Angels vs. Kansas City at Sur-
prise, Ariz.

Milwaukee vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,
"Vinnesota vs. Tampa Bay at Port

Charlotte, Fla.

. Baltimore vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton,

, N.Y. Yankees vs. Boston at Fort Myers,

Fla.

San Francisco vs. San Diego at Peoria,

riz.

iday's games

i Detroit vs. Atianta (5s) at Kissimmee,
a.
Toronto vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char-
lotte, Fla.

| B0ston vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater,
Fla.
oWashington vs. St. Louis at Jupiter,
Fla.

Miami vs. Houston at Kissimmee, Fla.
1Y Mets vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
‘ Atlanta (ss) vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Fla,

Kansas City (ss) vs. Cincinnati at
Goodyear, Ariz.

Kansas. c.ty (ss) vs. LA. Angels at

Tempe,
{cago-Cubs vs. Chicago White Sox
at Glendale, Ariz.
Milwaukee vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Cleveland vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,

riz.
X Pittsburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,
Fla.
a IL‘Jak\and vs. San Francisco at Scotts-
ale,
San Diego vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.

College basketball

Men’s NIT
First Round
Tuesday, M: arch l
obert Morris 89, St. Jol
Florida State 58, F\or\da Gu\f Ccast 53
Georgetown 77, West V|

Minnesota 88, High Sointa1
Clemson 78, Georgia State 66
Arkansas 91, Indiana State 71
Missouri 85, Davidson 77
Saint Marys (canfno Utanss
Wednesday, M:
linois (16114 ¥’ Bostan. University
(24-10
lona (22-10) at Louisiana Tech (27-7)
Vermont (22-10) at Georgia (19-13)
Toledo (27:6) at Southern Miss (27-6)
ug irvine @3-10) at SMU (23-9)
957 3 aan Frandises O1
3)Utah Valiey Goot15 ot Cafitarnia Cio-
Second Round
Thursday, March 20-Monday, March 24
Robert Morris (22-13) vs. Belmont (25-

Flor'\da State (20-13) vs. Georgetown

anesota (21-13) vs. Utah-Saint
Mary's wini
Clemson (21»12) vs. lllinois-Boston

University. winner

Arkangas (22-11) vs. Utah Valley-Cali-
fornia winnes

Missour! (23-11) vs. Toledo-Southern
Miss winner

lona-Louisiana Tech winner vs. Ver-
mont-Georgia winner

UC_Irvine-SMU' winner vs. LSU-San
Francisco winner

CIT

First Round
Monday, March 17

Holy Cross 68, Brow

Tuesday, March 8

VMI 111, Canisius 1

WirGht S50 73. Bast Carolina

Eastern Michigan 58, Norfolk State 54

ETSU 79, Chattanooga 66

Columbia 58, Valparaiso

o Motton St 71 Asbama state

4

San Diego 87, Portland State 65

dnesday March 1
QuinnipIAE o1 at Vaie (15-13)
Towson (23-10) at 5.C. Upstate (19-14)
Cleveland State (21-11) at Ohio (23-

Akron (21-12) at IPFW (24-10)

Murray State (18-11) at Missouri State
(20-12)

North Dakota (17-16) at Nebraska-

Omah ( )

Tex: orous chrlstw 17-15) at
Nol rlhern Colorado (18-
1 )Pacwlc (15-15) at Grand Canyon (15-

CBI
First Round
Tuesday, March 18
Siena 65, Stony rook 55

rch 1
Hamgton IR 155 2k o Siate (15-17)
South Dakota State (19-12) at Old Do-
minion (16-17)

Wyoming (18-14) at Texas A&M (17-

Princeton, (20-8) at Tulane (17-16)

rehead State (20-13) at llinois

State (61

Fresno State (17-16) at UTEP (23-10)
5 jadford (21-12) at Oregon state (16-

NCAA Men’s Division Il
Tournament

ville, |
esday, M:

. Connecticut va, Central issouri

Tuskegee us. Metro S

Drury vs. West

0%t Ciieo VaTE Carolina Aiken

NCAA Men’s Division lll
Tournament

At salem (Va.) Civic Center
Semifinals

Wisconsin-! Wh\{ewater vs. lllinois
Wesleyan
Amherst vs, Wllllams
ionshiy
rday, March 22
Semifinalwiners

Women’s NCAA Tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Saturday, March 22

t Durham, N.
Duke (27-6) vs. Wlnth 4-8)
DePaul (27-6) vs. Ok\ahoma (18-14)
t Los
Nebraska (25-6) vs. FresnD State (22-

N.C. state (25 7) vs. BYU (26-6)
y, March 23

torrs, Conn.,
Georgia (20-11) Ve saint Joseph's (22-
uconn (34-0) e Prairie View (14-17)
At College Station
Gonzaga (20-4) s. James Madison
(28-5)
(zzT%(aS A&M (24-8) vs. North Dakota
STANFORD REGIONAL
First Round
saturday, March 22
mes, lowa
lowa State (20-10) vs. Florida State

(20-11)
)Slanford (28-3) vs. South Dakota (19-
13;

Sunday, March 23

attle
uth Carolina (27-4) vs. Cal State
Northrldge( 8-14)
Middle Tennessee (29-4) vs. Oregon
Stata (35.10)
Chapel Hill, N.C.
Michigan State (22-9) vs. Hampton
(28-2)
North Carolina (24-9) vs. UT-Martin

4-7)
At Univeristy Park, Pa.
Penn State (22-7) vs. Wichita State

Dayton (23 7) vs. Florida (13 12)
TRE DAME REGIO
First Round
Saturday, March 22

At Toledo, Ohio
Vanderbilt (18-12) vs. Arizona State
(22-9)
ot Notre Dame (32-0) vs. Robert Morris
11;

t West Lafayette,
Oklahomh Stats (38 ver Horida Gulr
Coast (.
Purdue (21-8) us.. Akron (za 9)
At Lex
Kentucky A8 Ve Wiight State (26-

3 Syracuse (22-9) vs. Chattanooga (29-

(26

At Waco, Texas
California (21-9) vs. Fordham (25-7)
(pEaylor (29:4) vs. Western Kentucky

24
LOUISVILLE REGIONAL
First Round
saturday, March 22

noxville, Tenn.
Tennessee (26-5) vs. Northwestern
State (21-12)

)st. John's (22-10) vs. Southern Cal (22-
2

Sunday, March 23
At College Park,
Maryland 246) s, Army (25 7
Texas (21-11) vs. Penn

wa %
LOuISVIlle (30-4) vs. Idal 0 (25 8)
lowa (26-8) vs. Marist (2

Baf 01
LSU (19-12) vs. Georglga Tech (20-11)
@ W%“ Virginia (29-4) vs. Albany (N.Y.)

Women’s NIT
First Round
Wednesday, March 19

Quinnipiac (21-12) at Villanova (22-8)

East Carolina (22-8) at George Wash-
ington (21-10)

Green Bay (22-9) af tanesola (20-12)

TCU (18-14) at Colorado (17-
@ Wa?hmgton State (17-16) at Montana

Thursday, March 2¢

IUPUI (22 9) at Central Mlcmgan (20-

(27H‘i€h Point (22-10) at Bowling Green
Belmont (14-17) at Indiana (18-12)
Furman (18-12) at Auburn (17-14)

vard (21-7) at lona (26-5)
Delaware (20-10) at Rutgers (22-9)
VCU (22-9) at Princeton (20-8)
American (22-9) at Seton Hall (18-13)

Navy (24-7) at Old Domlnlon (17-15)
Stetson (26-7) at Mi 16-14;
Marguette (21-10) at Indiana state

(20-11)

Texas Southern (20-12) at SMU (17-13)
Butler (15-15) at South Dakota State

Missouri (17-13) at Creighton (19-13)
Ball State (18-16) at Northwestern (15-

Tulane (20-10) at Mississipi State (19-
Lamar (18-12) at Southern Miss. (26-

Cal Poly (18-13) at San Diego (22-8)
Southern Utah (22-9) at Colorado
State (25-7)
Pacific (18-12) at Oregon (15-15)
riday, March 21
Stony Brook (24-8) at Michigan (18-

Mount St. Mary's (19-13) at Duquesne
charlotte (15-15) at St. Bonaventure

rth Carclina AST (24-6) at South
Flomda(
Cal siata. Bakersﬁeld (19-11) at Saint
Mary s (Calif,) (22
sa Stske (32-11) at UTEP (24-7)
e 18 S ashimoton (1713)

NCAA Women's Division Il

Tournament

ouanerﬁnals

At Erie, Pa.
Tuesday, March 25

Limestone vs. West Texas A&M
N‘ova Southeastern vs. Concordia-St.
Bentley vs. Drui
Edinboro vs. Cal Pc\y Pomona

NCAA Women’s Division Il
Tournament

At Stevens Pomt. W|s
Frlday.

Tufts vs. FDU-Florham
Wis-Whitewater ve: Whitman
saturday, March 22
Third Place
Semifinal losers
hampionship
Semifinals winners

College baseball

Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Merchant Marine 6, Baruch 5

Berry 16, Covenant 15, 13 innings
Bethel (Tenn) 4. Christian Brm ers 3
Bluefield 15, Emory & Henry 2
Campbellsville 10, Asbury
Carson-Newman 18, Bluefle\d st.3
Cumberlands 17, Berea
Bavidson at ek Forest, ppd.

e 15, M- Eastern Share 7

E-Kentucky 4, £15

Embry-Riddle 2, Cumberland (Tenn.) 0

Florida 3, Florida St. 1

Freed-Hardeman 16-12, Mid-Continent
" Georgemwn (Ky.) 5, Miami (Ohio)-

ami

Georgla Southern 14, Clemson 5

Georgia Tech 8, Kennesaw St. 7

RO Aigusia at Amderson s <

Holy Cross at Boston College,

Ihdiana-Southeast 10, Lindsey Wilson

Kentucky 10, W. Kentucky
 Kentucky Wesleyan 9-6, Kentucky st.

“Lipscomb 9, Middle Tennessee 3
Maryland 5, Delaware 2
Memphis 13, Murray St. 8
Miam 7, N. Kentucky
Notre bamie 3, Rebert Morris-Spring-
field 0
Pittsburgh 12, Youngstown st. 1
Princeton at rth amlma, ccd.

Tonnascas &, ALt peay 7, 12 innings
Thomas More 13, Wilmington (Ohio) 3

Tuselum 12, North Greenville 2

UCF 9, Mia

Union (Ky) 8, Cincinnati-Clermont 6

Vanderbilt 8, Belm

Va. Intermont 7-4, P\kev\lles 1

Virginia-Wise ing (Tenn.) 11

Weat Chestor 3. Sllppery Rock 1

IDWEST

Xavier 14, omu 0

Baylor 9, Houston Baphst}
Doane 15, Vaniley cityst.s
Doane 16, Maryville St.
Lamar 4, H n2

Rice 14, Texas St. 1

St. Edward’s 7, Texas A&M-Kingsville 1

Texas A&M-CC 8-12, Texas-Pan Ameri-
can7-5

Texas-Arlington 7, Sam Houston St. 6

PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders

Through March 16

Rank Player s YTD Money
1. Jimmy Walker PUBr D deneen
Dustin Johnson 1,334 $3346,150
Patrick Reed 1 008,552
Bubba Watson 1; 913,007
Harris English 1 433,003
Chris Kirk 1) 009,570
Webb Simpson 076,016
Zach Johnson 1 868,492
Ryan Mo 94 $2,073,050
Kevin Stadler 827  $1,674,152
Jordan Spieth 77 1661823
. Graham Delaet 7 639,166
. Jason Day 7 1909,200
. John Senden 7 1,415,605
. Kevin Na 1,367,952
. Brian Stuard 1,284,731
Ryan Palmer 54 $1,266,290
Gary Woodland 8 $1,357,643
Russell Henley 4 $1,057,954
| MacKenzie 1,218,174
Charles Howell Il 1,161,542
Scott Stalling 1,195,200
Russell Knox 7 15,765
Chesson Hadley 65  $1,154:800
Il Haas 46 $1,010,233

. Pat Perez 500 95,4

. Charley Hoffman 500  $9136
. Chris Stroud 497 $1,025420
. Ryo Ishikawa 496 $939,680
. Jason Bohn 495 $935,002

LPGA money leaders
Through March 2
=

on
. Paula Creamer $349,132
. Karrie Webb 5294597
. Anna Nordavist 5243963
. Jessica Korda 2219
Stacy Lewis 5206940
Azahara Munoz 197,
Inbee Parl $192,410
Chella Choi 165,989
Michelle Wie $128922
- Morgan Pressel 5124705
. Lydia $116,980
N Yeon Choi $108,730
. Catriona Matthew $107,204
. Gerina Piller $97.217
: Karine icher $96,970
. Suzann Pettersen $92,352
. Pornanong Phatlum $88,181
. Angela Stanford $87,131
. Sandra Gal $85,995
. So Yeon Ryu $80,248
. Jenny Shin $73,566
 izette Salas $71,784
. Lexi Thompson 67,386
. Julieta Granada $63,422
. Yani Tseng $58,745
. Caroline Hedwall $52,748
. Amelia Lewis $52,357
. Hee Young Park $46,237
. Se Ri Pak $44,947
. Eun-Hee Ji $43,816

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL
American League
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Agreed to
terms with RHP ‘Adam Miller to a minor
league contra
LOS ANGEI.ES ANGELS — Reassigned
LHP Clay Rapada and C John Hester to
minor league cam
NEW YORK VANKEES — Assigned Cs
Francisco Arcia and Pete O'Brien, OFs
Tyler Austin and Mason Wllhams. INFs
Corban Joseph and Jose Pirela and RHPs
Bruce Billings Robert Coello, Brian Gor-
don, Mark Montgomery and Chase Whit-
ley tO minor \eague camp.
EATTLE MARINERS — Reasslgned OF
Cole Gillespie to minor league camp.
a |ona| League
W YORK METS — Reassigned RHPs
Noah Syndergaard and Rafael Montero
to minor league
SAN FRAI NcISCO GIANTS - Optlnned
LHP Edwin Escobar (D Fresno (PCL).

National Basketoal Assu-anon

NEW YORK KNICKS med Phil
Jackeon president and signed him to
five-year contract. Announced president
and general manager Steve Mils willre-
main as general manag

SACRAMENTO KINGS Slgned F Royce
Whlte to a second 10-day contract.

ASHINGTON WIZARDS — Signed F

Drov Go0ten for the remaindar of the
season.

National Football League
FA cuns Agreed toterms

OLINA PANTHERS — Signed S Ro-
man Harper to a two-year contract.
CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms
with DL Israel Idonije and S5 Danny Mc-
Cray and Craig Steltz on one-year con-
tracts. Te Termmated the Contract of WR
Earl B
CEEVELAND BROWNS — Signed WR An-
drew Hawkins to a four-year contract
,HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed NT Jerrell

CINDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed PK
Carson Wigge: Released G Zach Allen.

CKSONVII.LE JAGUARS — Signed WR

Tanon Doss
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Re-signed
WR Jullan Edelm:

NEW' ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to
terms with FB Erik Lorig on a four-year
contract. Re-signed WR Joseph Morgan
to a one-year contract.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed WR/KR
Trindon Holliday and WR Mario Man-
nin

g
TAMPABAVBIJCCANEERS Signed LS
Jeremy C:
WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Re- signed
s Brandon Meriweather.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

CALGARY FLAMES — Signed D Brett
Kulak to a three-year, entry-level con-
tract.

ct.
DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned RW
Jordin Tootoo to Grand Rapids (AHL).
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled F Tim
sesmo from A\bany (

ERs Reassigned
£ Joch Nioholls from Rartford CAHL) &
Greanville (ECHL).

ENIX COYOTES — Assigned F Andy
Miele to Portland (AHL).

Major League Soccer

SEATTLE REIGN — Traded D Niki Cross

to \;Vashmgton for a 2015 second-round
raft

N — Named Bruce Pearl men’s

bﬂsketball coacl
OLLEGE — Flred men’s bas-
Ketbal coach Steve Danah

KANSAS STATE — Named Jeff Mittle
women’s basketball coach and agreed to
terms with him on a five-year contract.

WASHINGTON STATE — Fired men's
basketball coach Ken Bone.

nn

Sony Open
Tuesday
At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.
'se: Men, mi

ur
1000); Women, $5.43
urfacesHar

n (Masters
ion (Premier)
door

n
oun

Caroline Garcla‘ France def Aleksan-
dra Wozniak, Canada,

Tsvetana Plronkova, Bulgarla def Ga-
lina Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan,

Elina Svitoling, Ukraine, def. Bethanie
Mattek Sands, United States, 63, 3-6, 6-

Romina Oprandi, Switzerland, def. Bo-
jana Jovanovski, Serbia, 6-

urumi Nara, Japan et Anmika Beck,
Germany, 7-6 (2), 6

Vavortava shiedov 3, Kazakhstan, def.
Francesca Schiavone, Italy, 6:4

Casey Dellacqua, Australla def Ste-
fanie Voegele, Switzerland. o

a Puig, Puerto Rlco, def Magda-

lena Ryibarikova, Slovakia. (7

Varvara Lepchenko, Umted States def.
Yanina Wickmayer, Belg

Chanelle Scheepers, South Ririca, def.
silvia Soler-Espinosa, Spain, 6-3, 6-0.

Anna schmiedlova, slovakia, def. indy
de Vroome, Netherlands,

Ao Kieyioanoa, Rused, det
Melzer, Czech Republic, 7-6 (3), 6-1.

Iveta
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NHL

Roundup

Vanek’s hat trick
ignites Canadiens

Montreal doubles up Colorado in Roy’s first
game at Bell Centre as Avalanche coach

The Associated Press

MONTREAL — Thomas Vanek
found a way to take the spotlight
away from Patrick Roy’s return
to Montreal as head coach of the
Colorado Avalanche.

Vanek had a hat trick in the
Canadiens’ 6-3 victory over the
Avalanche on Tuesday night in a
game that had the 21,273 in the
Bell Centre seats rocking even
before the puck was dropped.

Travis Moen also scored a spin-
around goal worthy of a first-line
forward.

And the game had a spectacu-
lar performance from Colorado
rookie Nathan MacKinnon, who
dazzled the crowd and the Cana-
diens defense for an entire shift
before scoring his 23rd goal of
the season in the first period.

Colorado ~ defenseman  John
Mitchell was taken to a hospital for
tests after crashing back-first into
the end boards at 8:02 of the sec-
ond period. Roy had no update on
his condition after the game other
than that it was a back injury.

The game started with the
spotlight on Roy, but players from
both teams made sure it was a
game to remember as well.

“I thought both teams played
really well and tonight the puck
bounced their way,” said Roy, the
former Canadiens goaltending
great who was on his first trip to
Montreal as an NHL coach.

There was no pregame ceremo-
ny for the player once known as
Saint Patrick, but he didn’t need
one. The fans gave him a long,
rousing ovation when he was
shown on the scoreboard during
the national anthems.

Some wondered how the Bell
Centre crowd would react to Roy,
who won Stanley Cups for the
Canadiens in 1986 and 1993 but
later demanded a trade and was
on the outs with the organization
until 2008 when they retired his
No. 33 jersey.

“I thought they showed lot of
class,” Roy said. “It was nice.
They didn’t make a big thing and
that’s the way I wanted it.”

Brandon Prust, who left the
game late in the first period with
an apparent shoulder injury, re-
turned to score a goal and set up
Moen’s tally for Montreal, which
‘won its third game in a row.

Trailing by two, Roy pulled
goalie Jean-Sebastien Giguere
with 2:20 left to play, but Dale
Weise scored into the empty net.

Max Talbot and Jamie McGinn
also had goals for the Avalanche,
‘who lost for only the third time in
10 games.

Bruins 4, Devils 2: Brad
Marchand and Jarome Iginla
scored in a 59-second span early

President’s
Trophy race

%

NE

Gms

W L OT Pts Left

St. Louis 47 14 7101 14
Boston 47 17 5
Anaheim 4517 7

San Jose 4518 7 97 12
Pittsburgh 4519 4

Colorado 4420 5 93 13

Chicago 39 15 15 93 13

SOURCE: The Associated Press

in the second period as visiting
Boston won its 10th straight.

Rangers 8, Senators 4: Hen-
rik Lundqvist made 35 saves to be-
come the franchise’s winningest
goalie with 302 wins as New York
used a four-goal second period to
cruise past host Ottawa.

Wild 6, Islanders 0: Matt
Moulson scored twice and had
three points in his first game
against New York since being
traded earlier this season, and
Ilya Bryzgalov was solid in mak-
ing 36 saves as visiting Minnesota
made the most of 22 shots.

Penguins 5, Stars 1: Sidney
Crosby scored his 32nd and 33rd
goals of the season and picked up
an assist as host Pittsburgh’s top
line led the way over Dallas.

Hurricanes 3, Blue Jackets 1:
Anton Khudobin made a career-
high 46 saves and Andrei Lok-
tionov and Patrick Dwyer each
had a goal and an assist as Caro-
lina topped host Columbus.

Red Wings 3, Maple Leafs
2: Gustav Nyquist had two goals
and Jimmy Howard made 31
saves to help host Detroit hold off
Toronto.

Flyers 3, Blackhawks 2 (OT):
Claude Giroux scored at 4:55 of
overtime to lift host Philadelphia
over Chicago.

Scott Hartnell scored twice for
Philadelphia.

Flames 3, Sabres 1: Mike
Cammalleri’s 20th goal of the
season midway through the third
period helped host Calgary beat
Buffalo.

Oilers 5, Predators 1: Jordan
Eberle had a pair of goals and an
assist as host Edmonton cruised
past Nashville.

Panthers 3, Sharks 2: Bran-
don Pirri scored one goal and set
up another in a 17-second span of
the second period and Roberto
Luongo made 52 saves to help vis-
iting Florida snap San Jose’s six-
game winning streak.

Capitals 3, Ducks 2: Alex
Ovechkin scored the tiebreaking
goal early in the third period as
visiting Washington kept up its
playoff push with a victory over
Anaheim.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
GP or F

Boston 223 149
Montreal 180 177
Tampa Bay 198 178
Toronto 205 214
Detroit 178 190
Ottawa 194 229
Florida 172223
Buffalo 133 205
Pittsburgh 4 4 94 214168
Philadelphia 7 79 195195
N.Y.Rangers 4 78 185 174

Columbus 6 76 196 187
Wasmngton 0 33 10 76 204 209
New Jersey 9 29 13 71 IGE 180
Carolina 9 30 9 172 195
N.Y.Islanders 0 26 9 61195239

Western Conference
CEnllal Division

OT Pts GF GA
st. Louis 7 7 101 226 152
Colorado 4 593 212187
Chicago 15 93233182
Minnesota 10 82 171168
Dallas 1 194 197
Winnipeg 9 71194204
Nashville 10 68 165 206
ision

Anaheim 7 97220175
7 97 216 168

Los Angeles 69 6 82 168 148
Nix 1177 192 196
Vancouver 71 0 10 72 170 19
Calgary 69 7 63 168203
Edmonton 70 6 9 59 176225
Note: Two points for a win, one point

e loss.
Monday’s games
Boston 4, Minnesota
Tampa Bay 4, Vancouver 3
t. Louis 3, Winnipe:
Bhosnia, Los ‘Angetes 3
o5 day's games
Boston 4, New Jer:
Minnesota 5, N-Y Islanders 0

Y. Range
etroit 3, Toronto
Philadelghia 3, Chicago 2, OF
Calgary 3, Buffal
Edmonton 5, Nashvl\le 1
Washington'3, Anaheim 2
Florida 3, San Jose 2
ednesday’s games
Tampa Bay at Toronto
St. Louis at Chicago
Colorado at Winnipeg
Nashville at Vancouve

Minnes

hoe
nGton at Los Angeles
Anahein at san Jose

Tuesday

Capitals 3, Ducks 2
washmgton 20 1-3
nah eim 10 1-2

irst Peri d—l Washington, Ward 21
(Chlmera Wey), 2:11. 2, Anaheim, Lovejoy
5 (Cog\lano, Lmdhol m), 3:10. 3, Was ing-
r 21 (Johansson, Backstrom),

iod—4, Anaheim, Perreault
14 (Ling dhc\m Getzlaf), 1:32. 5, Washing-
ton, Ovechkin 46 (Carlson, Backstrom),

Slmts ‘on Go:
30. Anaheij m: 11 15-19—

Washington 10-11-9—
45,

rtunities - Washing-

ower-play oppo
ton 2 of

Goal:es—washmgmn “Halak 28-11-4
(45 shots-43 saves). Anaheim, Hiller 27-
11-6 (30-27).

A—17,174 (17,174). T—2:35.

Panthers 3, Sharks 2

Florida 03 0-3
sanJose 01 1-2
ond P —1, San Jose, Havlat

8 (Burns. Nletc). :0: 2, Florida,
3 Florida, Howden 3 (Pirri,

€s), s didrida, Upshall 14
(Crabb, B]ugstad),
eriod =5, < Jose, Burns 19
chornom 1
Shots on GoaI—FlorldaB 14-2-24. San
Jose

?Pﬂﬂunltles—ﬂoﬂda 0
of2; san Tose 10

alies—Florida, Luongo 22-18-7 (54
?hAOtzsl)sz saves). San Jose, Niemi 34-14-6
A—17,562 (17,562). T—2:34.

Flames 3, Sabres 1
Buffalo l 0 0 l
calgary
13 Flrsl Period—1, Buffalo, Stafford 14.

Zacond period— 2, Calgary, Colborne §

(Mcnahan Brodle)

hird Period. y, Cammalleri

20 Butler, Sackiund, 336, % Calgars. 5y.
ron 5 (Butler), 13:27 (sh).

on Goal=Buffalo 4-5-5-14. Cal-

gary 6-11-

Jason FransoN, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Nashville’s Patrick Eaves, right,
checks Edmonton’s Mark
Fraser during the first period of
Tuesday’s game in Edmonton,
Alberta.

Flyers 3, Blackhawks 2 (OTl
Chicago -2
Philadelphia Z 0 1—3

First Period—1, Chicago, Shﬂw
(Handzus, Sharp), 2:29. 2, Chicago, Keith

'oews, Hossa), 3:51. 3, h\ladel\pgl b
o

phia, Hartnell 18 (GIrOLIX Read)
rtime—5, Philadelphia, Glroux 24

hots on Goal—chlcagc 7-11-5-2—25.
Philadelphia 14-6-14-3
Power-play UPPO"UH'

s—Chicago 0

s—Chicago, Raanta 12-3-4 (37
ghogs 34 saves) Philadelphia, Emery 8-
1
A—19 932 (19,541). T—2:43.

Oilers 5, Predators 1

Nashville n l 0-1
Edmonton 2-5
First Period—1, Edmonton, Gagner 8
(Marincin, perron’, 1925,
Second Period—2, Edmo

nton, Nugent-
Hopkins 16 (Eberle. Larsen), 8:18 (pp).
3, Edmonton, Hall 23 (Gagner, Ference),
14:48. 4, Nashville, Bourque 6 (Hornqvist,
Weber), 1s:

Third Period—s5, Edmonton, Eberle 22
(Lander, Nugent Hopkins),
monton, Eberle 23 (Nugen
10:01

Shots on_Goal—Nashville 9-14-6—29.
Edmonton 12-9-9—30.

opking,

Canadiens 6, Avalanche 3

Colorado l 1-3
Montreal 4-6
First Period—1, Co\orado, MacKlnnon

23 (Stastny, Johnson), 18:
Second Period—2, Montreal Vanek 22
lorado, Talbot

n Goal—Colorado 8-13-7—28.
Montreal S.16-150 36,

Power-play opportunities—Colorado
0 of3 Montreal 20f3.
Colorado, Giguere 10-6-0 (35
shotest, saves) Montreal, Price 28-17-5
(28-25).

A=21,273 (21,273). T=2:26.

Penguins 5, Stars 1
Dallas 10 0-1
Pittsburgh 1 2-5
Flrst Parlod—l Pittsburgh, Crosby
2 (Ad: 17. 2, Dallas, Seguin 31
(Da\ey)v _12 30 3 Pittsburgh, Kunitz 32

(Stempmak)

244, pittsburgh, Stemp-
maks(Kumtz Crosby), 13:21.
Period=5, Pittsburgh, Crosby

33 (Slempnlak Niskanen), 1:56. 6, Pi
burgh( S)mt 11 (Gibbons, Bormzzo).

Shots on eoaI—DaHas 8-10-15—33.
Pmsburgh 12-9-1'

wer—vlay (wvoﬂunl(les Dallas 0 of

3; Pittsburgh

Go: —Dal\as Lehtonen 25-17-10 (32

saves). Pittsburgh, Zatkoff 11-4-

).
,659 (18,387). T—2:28.

A-1
Bruins 4, Devils 2
Boston l 2 1 l
New Jersey

1
First Period—1, Boston, Bergeron zn
(Sm\th Meszaros), 14:33,
cond Pennd— New Jersey, Elias
16 (TZaJaC‘ Ryder; pp). 3, Boston,
Marchand 22 (Ber%eron Chara), 1:23
%sh) 4, Boston, Iginla 26 (Krejci, Krug),

Third Period—5, Boston, Kelly 8 (So-
derberg, Eriksson), 7:1 New Jersey,
T.Zajac 13 (Ge\mas Jagr) 901!

S| I oston 15 8-8—31.

New Jersey 5— -
play onponunltles Boston 0

of 2; New Jersey
S otkor, Ciohnson 15.3-1 (24

shot? 23 sa)ves) New jersey, Brodeur 17-

13-4

ASI6A% 17,625). T-228.

Hurricanes 3, Blue Jackets 1

carolina 2 0-3
Columbus 00 1-1
First d—1, Carolina, Gerbe 15
(Dwyer)
Secon: =2 Carolina, Loktionoy

X
5 (Harrison, Nash), 2:23 (pp). 3, Carolina,
Dwyer 7 (Loktionov, Harrlson).

Third Period—4, Columbus, Semmer 13
ohansen, Horton), 1
Shots on Goal—
olumbus 11-17-1
Power-play oppnnunmes carolina 1
of 5; Columbus 0 of 3 s10

15-10-

carohna 5-15-0—20.

o

0of 5 dmonton 1of4,
ashville,
shots-21 saves), Hutton
Edmonton, Fasth 4-2-2 (29
A—16,839 (16,839). T—2: 27

Red Wings 3, Maple Leafs 2

“Rinne 6-9-1 (26
(1 1thrd44)

First Perlod—l. Detroit, Nyqulst 18

(Qu

led” Beriod2, Detroit, Nyauist 15
2003 Toronte, Gardiner 8 (Rially>
(Pp). 4, petroit “Aliodioson 18 (Cobwandh
KronwalD. 17:37. 5, Toronto, van Riems-
dyk 27 (PRianeut Lupul), 18

Soaleoronte 8121233,
31.

on
Detrmt 12 12-7—

lay opportul
of 4; Delrolt 0of 4,
s—Toronto, Reimer 11-10-1 (31
ShotS 25 Saves). Detroit, Howard 15-16-
10 (33-31).
A—20,066 (20,066). T—2:36.

Wild 6, Islanders 0

s—Toronto 1

Minnesota 21 3-6
N.Y. Islanders 00 0-0
First Period—1, Minnesota, Moulson

19 (Fontaine, Koivu), 12:23. 2," Minneso-
ta, Spurgeor 4 (Heatley, Niederreiter),

eco d Period—3, anesota, Gran-

Iund7(P0m|nv|HE Parise), 16:0:

d—4, anesota Stoner

56, 5, anesota, Fontaine
oivu), 7:06. 6, Minnesota,

Moulson® 20 (Cooke “Brodziak), 16:34

(

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 6-11-5—22.
N.Y. Islanders 16-8-12—36.

i falo 0
of 2; Calgary 0 of 1.

Goalies—Buffalo, Lieuwen 0-1-0 (26
shots-23 saves). Calgary, Ortio 4-4-0 (14:

13).
A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:18.

of 3; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 3
Goalies—Minnesota, Bryzgalov 6-8-6
(36 shots-36 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Nils-

son 3-5-2 (22-16).
A—14,888 (16,170). T—2:26.

ar olma, Khudobin
shot: es). Columbus, Bo-

bhro\ésky 2)6 74 Gt McEmmney (000

thirg

A-15,938 (18,144). T=2:27.

Rangers 8, Senators 4

N.v.nangers 14 3-8
ml 2.0 2-4

Ottawa, Hoffman 2
(Condra. Methm)‘ 6:57. 2, N.Y. Rangers,

Nash 21, 8:02 (sh). 3, Ottawa, Zibanejad
13 (Spezza, E.Karlsson), 3284 D).

Second Period—4, angers, Bras-
sard 14 (Hagelin, KIeln). 826 5, N
Rangers, Pouliot 48. 6,
Sored, 364, 7.
12 (Brass

N
rello), 2:40. 10, N.Y. Ra

(Gryba, MacArthun), 7:11. 12,
N7v3éz?ngers Nash 22 (Kreider, D.Moore),
1

Shots on GoaI—N Y. Rangers 9-17-13—

ies—N.Y. Rang-

oalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 26-
29 130 shots-35 savas). Ottawa, Lehner
7-13-5 (28-23), Lawson (0:00 third, 10-8),
Lehner 7-13-5 (8:08 thi
A—17,326 (19,153). 'r 2:25

Leaders
Scoring
Through March 18

GP G APTS

Sldney Crosby, Pit 68 33 5 91
X n Getzlaf, An 6529 45 74
Phil Kessel, Tor 3439 73
Claude Giroux, Phi 68 24 47 71
Tyler Seguin, Dal 6 31 39 70
Alex Ovechkin, Was 6 3 69
Kyle Okposo, NY1 9 27 42 69
Patrick Kane, Chi 68 29 39 68
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 70 13 55 68
Corey Perry, Anh 69 36 31 67
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Toronto 7 29 561 —
Brooklyn 4 31 523 2%
New York 7 40 403 10%
Boston 2 46 324 16
Philadelphia 5 52 224 22%
Southeast Division
x-Miami 19 708 —
Washington 252 1
Charlotte 35 485 1%
Atlanta 35 470 15%
orlando 49 279 28%
Central Division
x-Indiana 17 746 -
Chicago 7 30 552 13
Cleveland 6 382 4%
Detroit 5 379 24
Milwaukee 3 55 191 37

[
51
0
Memphis i
New Orleans 23
rthwest
Oklahoma City 731
portland 647 5%
Minnesota 508
v 448 19
Utah 324 21%
Paci
L.A. Clippers 696 —
Golden State 3 2 623 5
Phoenix 8 29 567 9
sacramento 4 44 353 234
4433 2%

¥-ciinehed playoft spot
lay's games
Indiana 99, Philadeiphia 60
Atlanta 97, Charlotte 83
enix 95

Denver 110, L N Cllppers 100
lay’s games

Miami 100, Cleveland 96

Atlanta 118, Toronto 113, OT

Portland 120, Milwaukee 115, OT

Sacramento 117, ashmgton 111, 0T

Golden State 103, Orlando
ednesday’s. games

Chicago at Philadelphia

Charlotte at Brookiyn

Miami at Bost

Utah at Memphis

Toronto at New Orleans

indiana at New York

Minnesota at Dallas

san Antonlo at L.A. Lakers
lay's games
Oklahoma Clly at Cleveland

ington at Portland
Milwaukee at Go\den State

Tuesday
Hawks 118, Raptorts 113 (OT)
TORONTO — Ross 4-9 0-0 11, Johnson 5-
81-2 11, Valanciunas 5-7 6-7 16, Lowry 8-16
4-420, DeRozan 8-18 13-14 29, Hansbrough
1

6-16 6-7 19, Antic 2-6 3-3 8, Teague 11-18
111134, Korver 514 3-3 16, Brand 2-22-4
6, Mack 3-6 0-0 8, Martin 3-8 0-1 8, Scott
21622 6, Schroder 2-6 0-0 5, Muscala 0-2
0-0 0. Totals 40-94 231118,
23 29 28 7-113

Atlanta 11 32 31 26 12-118
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 7-24 (No-
vak 3-5, Ross 3-8, Salmons 1-1, DeRozan
0-1, Lowry 0-4, Vasquez 0-: 5) Atlanta 11-34
(Korver 3-8, Martin 2-4, Ma

oronto
Ianta ) (MI“Sap 13). Assi nto
(Lowry 9), Atlanta 24 (Mrllsap 10). Total
Fouls—Toronto 31, Atlanta 24. Techni-
cals—Lowry, Antic. A—11,759 (18,729).

T-Blazers 120, Bucks 115 (OT)

MILWAUKEE — Middleton 7-17 0-0 18,
llyasova 6-10 0-0 Pachulia 7-14 3-3
17, Kni lgh18205724 Wolters 1-5 2-4 4,
Henson 3-5 0-2 6, Antetokounmpo 2-6 0-
4, Sessions 8-16 6-9 23, Adrien 3-5 1-1 7.
Totals 45-98 17-26 115,

POI — Batum_7-15 4-4 21,

Milwaul 18 17-115
Porlland 6 26 23 23 22-120
e-Point  Goals—Milwaukee 8-17
(Mrddle on 4-7, Knight 3-7, Sessions 1-2,

Antetokounmpd 0-15, Poriand 13-30 (Mat:
thews 5.7, Williams 35, Batum 3-7, Lillard
1-11, McCollum 0- 7). Fouled

1l il
waukee 66 (PachuY\a 13), Portland 54 (Lo

14). Assists—Milwaukee 28 (Wolters

8),Portland 25 (Batum . Total Fouls-Mil-
waukee 31, Portland 22. A—19,572 (19,980).

Warriors 103, Magic 89

- Harkless 35 4-4 12,

dovic 0
Totals 37-82 16-21 103.
z1 20 19 23- 89
Golden State 30 16-103
Three-Point Goals— orlandoA 13 (Hark-
less 2.3, Harris 11, Oladip
Nelson 0-2, Moore 0-4), Golden State 10-27
(Tnompsan 4- 5 B\ake:! 5, Curry 3-6, Spei-
c 0-2, Green 0-
83 Craiwford 0.3). el
47 (Harris 6), Golden State 47 (Lee 10).
Assists—Orlando
State 21 (Curry 5). Total
17, Golden State 19. A—19,596 (19,596).

Kings 117, Wizards 111 (0T)
HING' i -

mpson , Acy 0-2 2-
McCallum 2-21-27, Totals 40 873140 117,
Washington 1-111
Sacaments 30 1 71 30 1o
Three-PointGoals—Washington _ 1128
(Gooden 2.2, Wall 2-3, Webster 2-5, Beal 2
o .

¥
25. Flagrant Fours—Wal. A—16,084 (17,317).

Heat 100, Caval
MIAMI — James 14-19 9-13 43, Bosh 8-16
3-4 21, Oden 3-6 0-1 6, Chalmer: 5170-03
Dcug\as3 72-39, Allen 5-13 2-2 14, Ander-

n 0-2 3-6 3, Battier 0-2 0-0 0, Colé 0-31-2

1. Haslem 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34'75 20-31 100.
c et homp-
son 3-4 4- s 5-1 01211 Jack 8-

4 4-6 1
132422, Walters o145 17, Dellavedova
-1 s,ovarelao 7-112-2 16, Zeller 1- L112

3 ies 00 050, Totals 2t 721522 96,
Miami 37 20 21—100
Clevelan 25 19 25 17— 96
Three-Point  Goals—Miami

(James 6-8, Bosh 2-5, Allen 2-9, Douglas

1-3, Chalmers 1-3, Battier 0- -1),

Cleveland 7-22 (Jack 4-6, Gee 2-6, Waiters

3 ellaved va 0-1, Hawes 0-3). Fouled

0. Rebounds—Miami 46 (An-
jao 11) As;

—Mi
57 Gwaiters. 115, Total Fouls.-Miami 18,

defensive three second Cleveland de-
fensive three second. A—20,562 (20,562).

=T a1
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Tuesday in Cleveland. James scored 43 points — 25 in the first quarter —

Roundup

Tony Desak/AP
The Heat’s LeBron James, right, drives around the Cavaliers’ Jarrett Jack during the second quarter

in a 100-96 victory.

LeBron lifts Heat over Gavs

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — As shot after
shot dropped through the net, it
became clear LeBron James was
going to have one of those special
nights.

The kind he has every so often.

The kind he has when Dwyane
Wade sits.

James scored 43 points —25ina
bewildering first-quarter shooting
display — and Chris Bosh added
21, leading the Miami Heat to a
100-96 win Tuesday night over the
Cleveland Cavaliers, who played
their first game without injured
All-Star guard Kyrie Irving.

With Wade out resting his sore
knees, James took it upon himself
to carry the Heat. The same thing
happened on March 3 and James
responded by scoring a career-
high 61 against Charlotte.

“I don’t know, it’s one of those
zones,” James said, trying to ex-
plain how he made 10 of 11 shots
and five three-pointers in the diz-
zying opening quarter. “When I
started the game off, I felt like I
could have gone for 50 or 60.”

James added two crucial blocks

s o orriete detain
[ =
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and dropped six free throws in
the final two minutes, and Bosh
had a key rejection to lead the
Heat to just their third win in
eight games.

With Wade out, the Heat’s two
other megastars picked up the
slack.

Jarrett Jack scored 22 and Dion
Waiters added 17 and 11 assists
for Cleveland, which was also
without starting forward Luol
Deng (sprained ankle). Irving’s
expected to miss two weeks with
a strained biceps tendon, an inju-
ry that further damages the Cavs’
fading playoff hopes. Cleveland
fell six games behind Atlanta for
the final playoff spot.

“Our guys hung in there and
they competed,” Cavs coach Mike
Brown said.

After one quarter, it was: James
25, Cavs 25.

Hawks 118, Raptors 113
(OT): Jeff Teague equaled his
career best with 34 points, Paul
Millsap had the first triple-double
of his career and host Atlanta ex-
tended its longest winning streak
of the season to five in a row, beat-

L T

ing Toronto.

Millsap had 19 points, 13 re-
bounds and 10 assists to lead the
Hawks, who have bounced back
after losing 14 of 15 to strengthen
their hold on the final playoff spot
in the East.

Kings 117, Wizards 111 (OT):
Isaiah Thomas had his first ca-
reer triple double with 24 points,
11 rebounds and 10 assists to help
the host Kings beat the Wizards.

Trail Blazers 120, Bucks 115
(OT): Wesley Matthews had 26
points, including a key three-
pointer in overtime, and the host
Trail Blazers overcame the tena-
cious Bucks.

Robin Lopez added 15 points
and 14 rebounds for the Blazers,
who had been in a funk with loss-
es in five of their last six games.
Portland (44-24) has also strug-
gled with the absence of injured
forward LaMarcus Aldridge.

Warriors 103, 89: Ste-
phen Curry had 23 points and five
assists, Klay Thompson scored
20 points and the undermanned
Warriors overwhelmed the visit-
ing Magic.

* Receive exclusive
Military benefits

* Order for overseas or
Stateside delivery

= Custom order a
vehicle to your exact
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EXCHANGE




Pace 26 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, March 20, 2014

HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS PACIFIC

TRACK AND FIELD PREVIEW

Kubasaki regrouping for
shot at

another

Dragons counting
on multi-sport
athletes for points

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— Jon Fick watched Kubasaki
capture the Far East Division I
football title and his own Dragons
basketball team finish second in
last month’s D-I Tournament.

‘A good number of athletes from
those teams have migrated to the
track this spring.

Respective 1,600-meter Pacific
record holders Jessica Ircink and
Erik Armes have transferred to
the States, while Ryan Bugler
and Allie Reichenberg graduated
last June. That takes 45 Far East
team points away from the boys
and girls teams, Fick notes.

“But we have a lot of athletes
here,” he said. “To win football
and to come in second in basket-
ball, we have to have something.”

What the Dragons do have, in
Fick’s third season as coach, is
more of a balance, especially on
the girls side. While the table was
tilted in favor of distance a year
ago, Fick says the hope is that the
Dragons can get points in other
areas to make up the shortfall.

“We lost a lot of points, but
we can make up for them if
our throwers and relays come
through,” Fick said.

Plenty of upperclass experi-
ence populates the boys sprmt
corps, led by football

Far East

Jarrett Mitchell and Winston
Maxwell, and Fick believes that
Rahman Farnell, late of basket-
ball, is prepared to have a big se-
nior season.

Among girls sprinters, youth is
clearly served with sophomores
Kaelyn Francis and Kortney
Mitchell — also of basketball — at
the start line.

It’s not as though the distance
cupboard is bare: Senior Jessica
Freedman and junior Sam Fugate
return. Seniors Kareem Key and
Kane Wilton lead the throwers
corps, senior Josie Mitchell heads
the jumps and hurdles group and
junior DeQuan Alderman will
run middle distances.

“We need some middle dis-
tance in the boys; the girls, we
have some stars in some areas,”
Fick said.

“You take away the 800, the
mile and the two-mile and we're
still in the running. It won’t be as
dominant as last year, but we’ll
compete. I'm pretty optimistic.”

They’ll get a stern challenge in
the distance events from Kadena,
with two-time Far East cross-
country champions Ana Her-
nandez and Andrew Kilkenny;

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Kubasaki senior sprinter Rahman Farnell is due for a big track and

field season, coach Jon Fick said.

Yokota, with sophomore distance
phenom Daniel Galvin; and Zama,
with sophomore Jarell Hibler.

Kinnick, the DODDS Japan
and girls D-I team champion,
returns most of the crew that
earned those points, including
three-fourths of the team that
set a Pacific 1,600 relay record,
sophomore Aya Stewart and ju-
niors Rhyssa Hizon and Shakita
Samuels.

At the Division II level, Zama
has shown early promise, thanks
to Hibler, junior hurdler Candace
Bowman and senior thrower
Niyah Lewis. Daegu finally has
some good numbers and the same
coach for a second season for the
first time, as does Osan.

But the Cougars face replacing
their entire squad, half of which
moved to Humphreys. The Black-
hawks welcome a new-old face to
Pacific track, new coach Mitchell
Moellendick, who coached Zama
in the 2000s.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Amanpa CHampIoN/Special to Stripes

Kinnick sophomore Aya Stewart
is part of the 1,600 relay team
that set a Pacific record in last
year’s Far East meet with a time
of 4 minutes, 3.38 seconds.

Team capsules

Division |

South Korea

Seoul Al i

2013 Far East meet
seventy boys, seventh;

9
fnald Winn, first seasun
rmers:
a Jol

mps.
D itlook: Reloading-contending. This
will be the first season the Falcons can

e Faleons: 74 (340 2ehfetee tribd out
at the varsity and JV ievels.
Okinawa
Kadena )

2013 Far East meet finish: Combined,

second; boys, second; girls, third.
e Taylor, second season.

Koy Beriormers: Janica Cames. Sr.
gprints; Andrew Kilkenny, Sr.’ distance:
na Herandez, st distance; Latrielle
Williams, Sr. distarice; Leslie Williams,
sr., distance, Andrew Scharf, Sr. throy
Wren Renquist, Fr. d\stance STaviee M
chael, Fr., distanc n’ Reese, Sr.,
Rurdies, Jumps, sprints; Cameron Dot:
Son, St middle distance; Hunter Ficenec,
so., dlstance Preston Harr p.
oys, contending: girls, Con-
tending. Quite a Few distance pieces left
after 1ast season, but enough parts re-
Main across the board for the banthers
tomake a deep run at the banners.

013 Far East mee& ﬂnlsh. Combined,
flrsl bo S, flrst irls, fourth.
Flc third season.
mers: Jarrett Mitchell, Sr.

nts; Wins
sprints; DeQuan Alderman, Jr, s
Tiddle distance; Josie Mitcheli, St, it
dles, jumps; Tyshon Butler, Sr., sprints;
reen, So. sprints; 'Kareem Keyi
ilton, Sr., 55
ump: aely Francls,
SoreHngs: Korthey tchelSo., Spring,

DS,
tiook: Boys, _re-loading-contend-
irls, reloading-contending. Drag-
istance corps took some serious

transfer and graduation hits, but enough

components return for ancther run a

the combined title. Fick will have to rely

more on sprinters this season, as the

distance ranks aren’t what they were.

la n

-.w

ot:

2013 Far East meet
fifdy; boys, third: gire, ¢
Maggie Chan -Porter, SECOnd

i ?' Comblned

season.

Ke rformers: Daniel Galvin, So., dis-
talnce George Wiest, Jr., middle dls}ance
relay

au A
middle distance-distance; Ai Veazey, So.,
hurdles; Amelia Arnold, Sr., hurdles: Den-
nis Wilkins, Sr., sprints; Mckay Patt
s, distance, jumps (transferred from Ei-

elson Air Force Base, Alaska); Nate Pun-
a, Fr,, sprints, (hrows distanc
Sonnenberg, Fr., throws; ond Fostel
31, middie distance, relays (transferred
from Kenwood High School in Clarksville,
Tenn.); De'ja Hersey, r., middle distance,

er, Fr., hurdles, middle distance (trans-
erted from Germany).
look: Boys, rebuilding; girls, re-
bundmg, but hoping to become competi-
tive as the season wears on. Chan-Roper
is a former All-American at Brigham
Young and Hong Kong representative
at the 2000 and 2004 Summer Olympic
mes. Her roster is young this season;
one third are freshmenl.(

2013 Far East meet
th\rd boys, fourth; erls first.
ach: Luke Voth, second season.
Key performers: ‘Carydaliz Fontanez,
sr., distance; lan O’ Brien, Sr., throws: Dré
Nick G: alegher‘ So.,

Combined,

itch sprints;
Jabari Johnson, So., sprints Wandtened
Shakita Samuels, Jr,

sprints, jumps; Rhyssa Hizon, Jr., sprints,
jumps;'Aya Stewart, So., sprints; Jayla
Bradley, Jr, hurdles; Kiah Horton,

ows, Halema Sesay, St hurdles; Deid
curtis Sr sprints.

s, rebuilding; girls, con-

tes ndlng e bon oys lost nine of their 14 at
Far East last May to graduation and trans-
fers and Voth is left with a very youn

team. The girls \ost two key athletes Val
James _(graduatiof Asia Brow!

(transfer), but enough kei/ compnnenls
return from last year’s girls team cham-
pion to make another run.

Division Il
Japan

ama
2013 Far East meet fi
second; boys, second: ourt]
DeAngelo Galang, first season.
Torh Bighan. s6eond Seasoh. R
Key performers: Niyah Lewis, Sr,
throws; Hiroshi Beale, Sr., middie dis:

Candace Bowman, Jr, hurdler; Joseph
Atkinson, Jr., throws; Kevin Groce, So.,

ish: Comblned

Clera Baldwin, Sr., throws; Jessica Lewis,

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Yokota sophomore Daniel
Galvin began the Japan track
and field season last Saturday
by becoming the first runner in
Pacific history to run a sub-two-
minute 800 in his first meet (1
minute, 59.22 seconds). The
Pacific record is 1:57.3.

Iri Jaedon Baker-Atkinson, So., sprints;
Jaeien Baker-Atkinson, So., sp nms
Carroll, Fr., sprints; Zach bignan, Fr,
throwsi Mdrcus Easterling, ., sprints
Tobias Hurley. Fr., TF

Outlook: Rebuil ing. Srojans lost two
valuable commodities in Mitchell Harri-
son and lan Pope to graduation. Enough
athletes remain, and Galang feels that
his senior leaders, Bowman and Hibler
will lead a solid group of newcomers and
freshmen.

Edgren

Goach: sean Lucas, irst season.

performers: None provid:

Somber: Back on track since tie pro-
gram shut down after the 2011 season.
22 one of the Eagios are brand now 1o
the sport, and the Eagles are having to
share practice time with the other spring

ﬁc ts teams until the snow melts
the six-lane track in early April.
aegu

2013 Far East meet
fiffh; boys, fifth; grls,

‘Coachs Pl Loye, Second season.

||. Combined,

erformers: Caleb Page, Jr,
sprints, jumps; _Anfernee Dent, Sr.
sprints, jumps; DeAndre Rosalie, So.,
middle’ distance; Diane Grunwald, Sr.,

throws; Crystal Herrington, Fr., distance;
Lari Robertson, Sr., sprints, jumps:
Brooke Spring, . hurdis: John Davie,
sr., sprints; Miguel Cardona, So., throws:
Arlyana Canty, So., throws.

Outlook: Still building, in the bro-
ram’s fourth full season, but the num-
ers are up and enough talent is there

for a potential run at a D-Il banner. Still
hampered by not having amu eight:iane
track on either Camps corge

Walker: ust a 10ggIng track of the Iatter.

r East meet finish: Combined,
thlrd boys fourth: girls, second
h: 'LarNique Lunsford,  second
performers: Brandon_Adair, Jr.,
sprints, Telays: Brent Smith. Fr. sprints,
relays; Jamie Brow-Dawson, Jr., sprints,
hurdies, relays; William Dawscn So.,
middle distance, distance, relays; Olivia
Dowdell, So., sprints, hurd\es‘r Bvs: So-
n Kang, St., middle distance, distance.
e Gutiook:  Rebuilding. - Cougars, keep
the same coach a second season for the
fIrst time in the program's four.sezsan
history. Complete!
wa: todluation And tPanciare
S e v half the student body to
the new Humphr

mphreys
Coach: Mitch Moeliendick, first sea-
son,
erformers: Ajia_Barnes, So.,
sprints; Andrew Von Weber, So., dis"
tance; John Burger, Jr., throws; Ra'Mecca
Rasun, Jr, throws; Anna Gregor

an
Outiook: Just starting up, though man{
of the Blackhawks aren't new to_tracl
and fleld, Barnes, Von Weber and Burger
Prevmusly competed for

ek raturs T Righ Sehobl coachmg

after a six-season hiatus; he previously
coached at Zama in the 2000s.
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Baseball preview

Division I remains

a two-team rivalry ==

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

efending Division I
champion  Ramstein
and reigning Division
II champion Naples are
among the 10 teams in action this
weekend as the DODDS Europe
baseball season gets under way.

Here’s a look at the season
ahead:

Division I: The Ramstein Royals
ended the Patch Panthers’ three-
year, large-school title reign last
spring. But the Ramstein tri-
umph shouldn’t be mistaken for a
clean transfer of power; it’s just a
new phase in the rivalry that has
defined the sport since its recent
addition to the DODDS Europe
athletics menu.

Ramstein beat Patch in the in-
augural Division I baseball cham-
pionship game in 2009.

Patch won the next three ti-
tles before faltering last year.
Ramstein played runner-up to
each Patch title before break-
ing through in 2013. Where the
story heads from here is anyone’s
guess.

Both coaches are cautiously
confident that the thickening plot
will twist in their favor. But each
is realistic about the challenges
ahead.

“I feel like we are starting this
season off at a higher level than
we did last season,” Ramstein
coach Tom Yost said. “We must
continue working to improve our
skill level if we want a true shot at
defending our title.”

Patch coach Drake Marbury
offered a similar prognosis.

“We have a strong, experienced
core returning,” Marbury said.
“Our challenge will be to continue
to improve as a team and develop
our pitching staff.”

Division Il/1ll: While atwo-team
power structure has dominated
the Division I ranks, DODDS
Europe’s more chaotic lower-di-
vision scrum has yielded fresh

champions every season.

Naples took its turn on the
throne in 2013, finishing off an
unbeaten season by blasting Ital-
ian rival Vicenza 15-1.

SHAPE, Bitburg, Rota and
AFNORTH have also celebrated
Division II, Division III or com-
bined Division II/III titles since
the sport’s debut.

With that hopeful history in
mind, the 11 teams that aren’t
defending champion Naples will
look to seize their opportunity in
2014.

While inexperienced over-
all, Ansbach boasts one of the
division’s best returning duos in
pitcher/infielder iron men Austin
Benton and Bailey Ward.

Sigonella boasts an experi-
enced player at seven positions,
including junior pitcher/outfield-
er Tommy McManus, but the Di-
vision III school faces a constant
uphill struggle against Division
II competition.

Baumbholder restarts its previ-
ously folded program under new
coach Erik Majorwitz and senior
Taylor Moore, who will pitch,
catch and man an infield spot.

Vicenza returns eight players
from its runner-up squad, includ-
ing pitcher/catcher Levi Mar-
tin and pitcher/shortstop Louis
Veazey, and should contend again.

But it’s very possible none of
those upstarts will have what
it takes to unseat the reigning
Wildcats.

Longtime head coach Duke
Marlow and assistant Ron Zim-
merman bring back a formidable
collection of talent from the team
that rolled unbeaten to a Europe-
an championship.

Middle infielder Jonny Bray and
All-Europe first baseman George
Shaffer give Naples a reliable de-
fensive infield, a problematic area
for many teams. The pitching is
solid with returnee Zane Zimmer-
man leading a deep staff.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Josua L. DeMorrs/Stars and Stripes

Dylan Wagner and Patch saw their three-year reign as Division |
champions ended last season by Ramstein.

AT T T

Davip Rocers/Stars and Stripes

Ramstein junior Katherine Enyeart was the Stars and Stripes softball Athlete of the Year in 2013.

Softhall preview

Royals team to beat

Enyeart, Ramstein aim for third straight title

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

he DODDS Europe softball season opens

Saturday with five matchups in three

countries, including a marquee matchup

between defending Division I champion
Ramstein and rising rival Vilseck.

Here's a look at the season ahead.

Division I: With a championship culture and a top-
notch youth system feeding them fresh talent on an
annual basis, the Ramstein Royals have long been
the class of DODDS-Europe softball. The title they
won in 2013 was their second straight and third in
four years.

Beyond that history of success, however, Ramstein
has something no other Division I team has: Kather-
ine Enyeart.

Around 20 players play some role in the outcome
of a softball game; Enyeart is one of the few in
DODDS Europe who can dominate one singlehand-
edly. The 2013 Stars and Stripes softball Athlete of
the Year was an overwhelming force as a junior,
mowing down opposing batters from the mound and
swatting booming home runs when it’s her turn at
the plate.

Enyeart’s senior season should hold more of the
same, and it’s her game-changing presence that is
Ramstein’s best shot at another championship. The
return of fellow All-European Savannah Brooks,
another two-way standout, and solid senior catcher
Alexis Weathers strengthens the Royals’ case.

But Ramstein might be vulnerable this season.

Only seven varsity Royals return from last year’s
title squad. Three of the program’s five All-Europe
selections are gone, including two of its three first-

teamers. Coach Kathleen Kleha will tap incoming
freshmen for key starts and at-bats; their ability to
“step up and perform” will go a long way toward de-
termining the Royals’ hopes of another title.

Division II/lll: Last year, DODDS Europe’s two
smaller divisions held separate tournaments, with
Vicenza beating AFNORTH for the Division II
crown and Alconbury knocking off Rota for the Di-
vision IIT title.

That will change this year as softball moves to the
same combined model that baseball has used in re-
cent seasons, a switch that was all but unavoidable.
Alconbury, Baumholder and Rota were all bumped
up to Division II athletics last fall. With Division ITT
sports stalwarts like Brussels and Incirlik not field-
ing softball teams, that left Italian program Sigonel-
1a as the only Division III team around.

Rather than run unopposed to the Division IIT
title, however, the Jaguars will find plenty of com-
petition in a Division II field that is now deeper than

ever.

Sigonella packs a fundamentally sound infield,
a proven starting pitcher in senior Chelsea Hinton
and 10 freshmen to develop.

Alconbury has long made a habit of knocking off
bigger foes, even recording a regular-season win
over Division II runner-up AFNORTH last season.
But that squad was stocked with seniors, and the
new group of Dragons has a tougher road to a title.

Rota will sport a new look featuring first-year
coach Anne Porecilli and promising freshman catch-
er Audrey Howard, but the Admirals also bring
back six varsity players from 2013.
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes
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Nebraska ready for more than 1-and-done

Cornhuskers out to earn school’s
first NCAA tournament victory

By Eric OLsoN
The Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Now that
Nebraska has made it back to the
NCAA tournament, the next chal-
lenge is to get a win there.

The Cornhuskers (19-12) go
into Friday’s West Region game
against Baylor (24-11) in San An-
tonio with the
distinction  of
being one of two
power-confer-
ence programs
to have never
won a game in
the tournament.
The other one is their Big Ten
brethren, Northwestern, which
has never even played in the
NCAAs.

Nebraska coach Tim Miles has
repeatedly said he doesn’t want
his name associated with any-
thing that has or hasn’t happened
before his arrival last year. The
Huskers’ 0-6 NCAA record might
not be an albatross to him, but he
does feel the fans’ pain and lik-
ened the situation to that of two
Major League Baseball teams.

“They’ve invested emotionally,
and they’ve been burned a few
times,” Miles said. “They’ve felt
like they were the Cubbies, and I
kept telling them, ‘Let’s pretend
we're the Red Sox.””

It’s understandable if longtime
followers of the program feel
jinxed.

The Huskers’ first NCAA ap-
pearance came in 1986. They lost
67-59 to Western Kentucky after
cutting an 18-point deficit to four
points late in the game. Minutes af-
terward, coach Moe Iba resigned
to pursue other opportunities.

Nebraska earned a No. 3 seed
in 1991 after a 26-win season
under Danny Nee, only to get
upset 89-84 by No. 14 Xavier. The

next year, the Huskers fell behind
Connecticut by 26 points and lost
86-65.

In 1993, the Huskers lost 93-
79 to New Mexico State, with the
Aggies’ 5-foot-8 Sam Crawford
dazzling with 20 points and 16
assists. The Huskers got embar-
rassed again in 1994, losing 90-80
to 11th-seeded Penn.

It looked like there would be
a breakthrough in 1998. But Ar-
kansas wiped out a seven-point
deficit in the final eight minutes
to beat the 11th-seeded Huskers
74-65. There were six NIT ap-
pearances under Barry Collier
and Doc Sadler the next 14 years
and very little else to cheer. Fan
interest waned.

“We had to raise the level of the
product on the court,” said execu-

tive associate

‘ athletic  di-

We don’t rector Marc

Boehm, who

want to be oversees the
a one-hit basketball
program.

wonder. 7 P O

Tim Miles practice fa-

Nebraska coach  cility and

new  arena

has put Nebraska on par with the
best programs in the nation from
a brick-and-mortar standpoint.
Shavon Shields, along with trans-
fers Terran Petteway (Texas
Tech) and Walter Pitchford (Flor-
ida), have helped Miles point the
team in the right direction. Sell-
out crowds of 15,000-plus are the
norm at Pinnacle Bank Arena.

Nebraska won 10 of 12 games
after a 9-9 start and, in spite of
a second-half meltdown against
Ohio State in the Big Ten tourna-
ment, landed a No. 11 seed.

“It’s a small step in the big pic-
ture of where we want to be and
what we want to do,” Shields said.
“We kind of underachieved in the
Big Ten tournament, and I think

MichaeL Conrov/AP

Terran Petteway (5) transferred from Texas Tech to Nebraska has helped the the Big Ten’s Cornhuskers
win 10 of 12 after a 9-9 start and earn a No. 11 seed for the NCAA tournament. Nebraska faces former
Big 12 opponent Baylor in the second round of tournament’s West Region on Friday in San Antonio.

we’re ready to bounce back in the
NCAA”

For all the excitement around
the program, Miles is keeping an
eye on the big picture.

“Let’s say we win and make a
run. Is that good enough? No, it’s
not good enough,” he said. “Now
you want to be a team that can do
that every year. There is always
going to be the next step to take
for this program.

“In this business you can be a
flash in the pan — hot one day,
cooked the next. That’s not what
we want to be. We don’t want to be

a one-hit wonder.”

Much of the NCAA talk around
the state has been about what
would happen if the Huskers and
Creighton both win their open-
ers — the Bluejays play Louisi-
ana-Lafayette on Friday. That
would set up a game between the
in-state rivals with a spot in the
Sweet 16 at stake.

Miles isn’t worried about his
players looking beyond Baylor.

“We’ve never won a game in the
NCAA tournament,” he said. “It’s
going to be easy to concentrate on
the first one.”

Did you know

Nebraska and
Northwestern
are the only two
major basketball
programs that
have never won
an NCAA men’s
tournament game.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Sons: Coaches credit Wisconsin's Ryan for their successes

&1 FROM BACK PAGE
following Ryan tothe Badgers forafew

years, is now head coach of Summit
League champion North Da-
kota State. His team plays
Oklahoma on Thursday in
Spokane, Wash.

Jeter, the current coach
at Milwaukee, had the
toughest road after lead-
ing a team picked last in
the Horizon League pre-
season poll to the confer-
ence tournament title and
an automatic NCAA bid.

Milwaukee is a No. 15
seed in the East and plays

Wisconsin head coach Bo
Ryan directs the Badgers
against Minnesota in the
quarterfinals of the Big Ten
tournament on March 14.

MicHaeL Conrov/AP

Villanova on Thursday in Buffalo, N.Y.

Jeter and Ryan have been in touch a few
times over the past week, and Jeter may reach
out again before Thursday. But he knows not to
pester Ryan too much. You know “how he gets,”
Jeter told reporters.

And that would be?

“His attention to detail is so obvious. He just
really demands — OK let’s move to the next
thing. Let’s make sure that we're ready. I think
as an assistant, you wonder if he’s really enjoying
the moment,” Jeter said before practice Monday.
“He really is, but he’s so competitive.”

During one of Milwaukee’s rough patches this
season, Jeter asked his players if they were also
watching Wisconsin. At the time, the Badgers
were in also in the midst of a slump of five losses
in six games.

The players noticed that defense was a
problem.

“I said, ‘But have you noticed anything else?
They haven’t changed a thing. They didn’t
change defenses. They didn’t change how they
cover. They just walked harder at it,” Jeter said.

“To me, it’s just a reminder of staying the course,
work your plan and you’ve got to believe in what
you’re doing.”

After learning Sunday of North Dakota State’s
fate, Phillips gave credit to Ryan and his late fa-
ther, Butch Ryan, who died last summer.

Phillips said Butch Ryan “was like a crazy
uncle to all of us ... I can’t help but think somehow
Butch is up there orchestrating this all so all Bo’s
guys get in. It’s pretty special.”

On Phillips’ coaching staff is Ryan’s eldest
son, Will Ryan. He played for his father on the
Division III national title teams at Wisconsin-
Platteville in 1998-99, and followed his dad to
Milwaukee the following two years. Later, Will
Ryan joined dad on the Wisconsin staff as a vol-
unteer assistant.

Every year at the Final Four, Ryan takes for-
mer assistants or players to dinner no matter
what has happened to their respective teams in
the tourney. It could be a big bill this year.

“The dinner is going to be a lot more fun this
year,” Chambliss said. “He has a lot of guys in
there.”
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Bos LeveroNe/AP

V'rglma 's Anthony Gill, left, and Duke’s Rodney Hood battle for a rebound Sunday during the champlonshlp game of the Atlantic

N.C. Virginia won 72-63 and earned a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tournament.

Success built on big loss

Blowout against Tennessee led to Virginia’s turnaround

By Hank Kurz Jr.
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.
he worst game of Virginia’s sea-
son was also the one that sparked
the Cavaliers’ turnaround.

Virginia got pounded 87-52 at
Tennessee on Dec. 30 — and the drubbing
was on national television. The Volunteers
scorched Virginia’s defense, making 11 of
18 three-point shots, led by 22 points at
halftime and kept pouring it on.

In the Cavaliers’ locker room afterward,
the chatter about what to do began.

Senior Joe Harris said the discussions
continued for the next few days, with the
Cavaliers realizing they weren’t as talent-
ed as some had suggested. The reality also
set in that they had no shot at getting the
most out of their talent if they continued to
play as individuals.

“We tried doing it our way where, I
wouldn’t say guys we were being selfish,
but it was more of an individual approach
offensively and defensively.” Harris said
this week as he and the Cavaliers began
preparing to return to the NCAA tourna-
ment as Atlantic Coast Conference cham-
pions and a No. 1 seed. They face Coastal
Carolina on Friday night in Raleigh, N.C.

“It was humbling,” Harris said. “We
got blown out and I think we realized that
things needed to change.”

With ACC play looming, there was time.

BuruiNgTON Ti Ni P

Scorr

Virginia guard Justin Anderson points
to the crowd in celebration during the
Cavaliers’ 64-51 over Florida State on
Friday in the ACC quarterfinals.

The change started with Harris, an all-
ACC first-team selection as a junior and
the focal point of most opposing defenses,
and fellow senior Akil Mitchell. Both were
scoring less than they had the previous
season, learning adjusted roles.

It extended to guard Malcolm Brogdon,
the floor leader, and Anthony Gill, the
transfer from South Carolina finally eli-
gible to play after sitting out a season, and
took off with the development of freshman
point guard London Perrantes. His steadi-
ness with the ball belied his youth and in-

experience, and allowed Brogdon to play
the scoring guard.

“It was a process I had to buy into for
sure,” said Mitchell, the team’s top re-
bounder. “It wasn’t fun for a little while,
but I think every guy on this team has
had to buy into that and that’s something
special about this team. We all put those
egos aside and said we have to do what is
best for this team, whether that’s take less
shots, if that’s play a different role. That
sacrifice was necessary, and once we did
that is when you saw our game take an-
other step, and that’s more satisfying than
anything else.”

When Virginia opened ACC play five
days later, it emerged as a virtually differ-
ent team and won 78-66 at Florida State,
its first of three straight victories. After a
last-second 69-65 loss at Duke, it won 13 in
a row before stumbling at Maryland. But
after the loss to the Terrapins, the Cava-
liers regrouped and won their first ACC
tournament in 38 years.

“We knew we could be good if we came
together and played with great chemistry,
but we didn’t know if that would actually
happen,” said Brogdon, whose 12.6 scoring
average leads Virginia.

“You see a lot of teams with a lot of tal-
ent where that doesn’t really happen, and
they don’t come together. We have, and
we’ve put ourselves in a really good posi-
tion right now to take advantage of a great
opportunity.”

Spartans
peaking
at just the
right time

By LarrY LaGE
The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Michigan
State’s up-and-down team might be peak-
ing at just the right time.

The Spartans started the season ranked
second and rose to No. 1 for three weeks.
They tumbled toward the bottom of the
Top 25 before bouncing back with an im-
pressive three-win stretch to earn the Big
Ten tournament championship.

“There are people around here that pro-
nounced us dead a week ago,” coach Tom
Izzo said. “All of a sudden we went from
the ugly duckling to the prom queen.”

Despite being a fourth-seeded team in
the NCAA tournament and ranked No. 11 in
the country, some oddsmakers have made
the Spartans a 9-2 pick to win the national
title, behind only top-seeded Florida.

Just a week ago, Michigan State was
slumping into the conference tournament
and searching for chemistry it lost dur-
ing an injury- and illness-stunted season.
Izz0’s goals last weekend in Indianapolis
were for his players to get much-needed
time together in at least two games, cut
down on turnovers, improve on defense
and to get their “swagger” back.

“I'd say in those three areas, we hit a
home run. We did do those three things,”
he said. “Now, the goal will be: Can we con-
sistently do them and keep building on it
and getting better? As much gratification
as I saw in the weekend, there’s still a lot of
work to be done, trust me, as far as where
we are and where we need to be.”

The Spartans open their 17th straight
NCAA tournament on Thursday against
13th-seeded Delaware in Spokane, Wash.

The Spartans are playing closer to their
potential because their deep, talented and
experienced team is together after being
broken up for much of the year due to a
string of health-related setbacks.

Seniors Adreian Payne and Keith Ap-
pling will be very motivated to win at least
four games. The duo doesn’t want to be the
first players in Izzo’s program to stay four
years and fail to make it to the Final Four.

While Izzo insisted he’s not talking about
that fact, Payne said it’s one of his daily
thoughts.

“I think and pray about that every day,”
Payne said last week. “It’s on my mind
when we practice. I know I haven’t made it
to one yet, and this is my last chance.”

Michigan State vs. Delaware
FN-Pacific
9:30 p.m. Thursday CET; 5:30 a.m. Friday JKT

KiicHiro Sato/AP

Michigan State head coach Tom lzzo,
right, talks to Branden Dawson.
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Wildcats staymg focused ami

By JoHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

Arizona was a popular pick to become an
upset victim against Belmont in last year’s
NCAA tournament. This year, the Wildcats
have been tabbed by some to be the first
No. 1 seed to get knocked off, possibly by
their second game.

Yeah, it’s annoying to constantly be
doubted, especially with everything Ari-
zona has accomplished under coach Sean
Miller.

All the Wildcats can do is shrug and keep
their focus on what’s in front of them.

“The bottom line is, just win,” Miller
said. “It’s not about talking or predicting.
Unfortunately, the people who predict, no
one ever holds them to their prediction.
They go on and make another prediction.

It’s an awesome job. If

' you're right, great, if
The you’re not, who cares?
bottom Just do it again.”
- s The Wildcats have
I“]e Is ’ust had a knack quieting
win. It's the doubters.
not about They put a quick
. end to the upset talk
talking or against Belmont last
predicting_ year, overpower-
Sean Miller ing the Bruins in a

17-point win. Even
after bouncing Bel-
mont, Arizona still
had doubters, picked by some to lose to
Harvard. The Wildcats make a mockery of
that, too, rolling the Crimson by 23 on their
way to the Elite Eight.

Doubts crept up again this season when
sophomore forward Brandon Ashley went
down with a season-ending foot injury on
Feb. 1. No way could the Wildcats survive
without one of their best players was what
they heard.

Again, they refused to listen, using the
perceived slight as chip-on-their-shoulder
motivation to win the Pac-12 regular-sea-
son title and reach the conference champi-
onship game.

Now, the Wildcats are hearing it again.

Arizona coach

Juuie Jacosson/AP

Arizona’s Nick Johnson, left, and T.J. McConnell celebrate in the semifinals of the Pac-
The

12 Conference on

Wildcats are focusing on silencing the critics who think

the Wildcats will be the ﬁ.lst No. 1 seed to get knocked off in the NCAA tournament.

Not in the opening game. No one is really
expecting Weber State to take down Arizo-
na on Friday in San Diego; no No. 16 seed
has ever beaten a 1 and the desert version
of Wildcats appear to be too deep and ath-
letic for the ones from Utah.

The supposed problem for Arizona comes
after that, possibly on Sunday by ninth-
seeded Oklahoma State if the Cowboys get
past Gonzaga in their opening game. After
that, it could be San Diego State in the next
round, possibly Creighton or Oregon after

that, surely by No. 2 Wisconsin in the West
Regional final.

The Wildcats aren’t listening. They know
the predicting business is not far from an
exact science, particularly in the madness
of March.

“What you find is all of a sudden the
teams that you felt were strong get upset
and they aren’t even in the tournament,”
Miller said. “Things can change quickly in
one game. It changes dramatically in the
first weekend. For us, we have to play to

id doubters

win. You can’t be out there playing not to

Arizona’s focus allowed it to get through
a season of taking every team’s best shot.

With a storied program like theirs, the
Wildcats are always going to be a trophy on
the wall for teams that beat them. Adding
to it, Arizona opened the season in the top
10, spent two months at No. 1 and had ev-
eryone chasing them as the leaders in the
Pac-12.

Thirty wins and a No. 1 seeding later,
Arizona has shown it can withstand the
pressure.

“We started very highly ranked. I think
everyone wondered if we were worthy,”
Miller said. “But because we proved our-
selves so early on and we were the No. 1
team in the nation for eight weeks, we know
how that feels. Everyplace you go you have
a heightened environment. Part of what I
hope is that we’ve kind of become battle-
tested through it. We’ve been against really
good teams in hostile environments. We’ve
been in real close games. We’ve been there
and done that.”

Arizona will have a nice advantage once
the NCAA tournament starts: Location.

Wildcats fans already travel well and
won’t have to go far to support their team
the tournament’s first two weekends. After
the first two rounds in San Diego, Arizona
would move just up Interstate S to Ana-
heim, Calif.

Wildcats fans made the MGM Grand
Garden Arena feel like the McKale Cen-
ter West last week in Las Vegas and will
likely fill the seats with red in Southern
California.

“For us, any time we can stay in the
West, we bring the best fans in the coun-
try,” Miller said. “The environment in Las
Vegas, in my mind, the most dlsappomtmg
part of losing the championship game is
that we had so many fans there that trav-
eled so well that they deserved to stick
around and see us hold the trophy. You feel
that responsibility. It will help us down the
road. It gives us an energy. Every team
covets that home crowd. We have that.”

Western Michigan not intimidated by Syracuse

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

Western Michigan is in the
NCAA men’s basketball tour-
nament for the first time in a
decade.

A pair of fifth-year seniors
— one with a possible future in
the NBA, one who coaches didn’t
expect to be playing anymore —
have helped the Broncos play with
the best in college basketball.

Western Michigan is seeded
14th and will play third-seeded
Syracuse on Thursday in Buffalo,
NY.

“T’ve never seen our guys both-
ered by a crowd,” Broncos coach
Steve Hawkins said. “Syracuse
may bother us because of how
good they are, but I don’t think the
setting will be too much for us.”

Syracuse’s scouting report will
likely focus on Shayne Whitting-
ton and David Brown.

Whittington, a 6-foot-11 center
from Paw Paw, Mich., will get a
chance to show the nation what
about half of NBA teams have

Syracuse vs. W. Michigan
AFN-Sports
7:30 p.m. Thursday CET
3:30 a.m. Friday JKT

seen in person.

Brown, meanwhile, is just glad
anyone gets to see him play. He
has had surgeries to repair torn
knee and ankle ligaments, which
led to doubts about his future
after his season-ending knee in-
jury early in the 2011-12 season.

“I thought my career was over
and I was done forever,” Brown
recalled in a telephone interview
Tuesday. “As soon as they said
there was a chance I could play,
I dedicated myself to coming
back.”

Brown, who is from Roscoe,
111, bounced back well enough to
be the Mid-American Conference

Sixth Man of the Year last season
and to average a team-high 19.4
points this season. He was named
MVP of the MAC tournament
after scoring a career-high 32
points — making five three-point-
ers — in the final against Toledo.

Whittington averaged 19 points
and 13 rebounds over two games,
earning a spot on the all-tourna-
ment team. He averaged 16.3
points, with an inside-out game,
and 9.1 rebounds during the reg-
ular season.

“What NBA scouts have told
us is, he could be a ‘Stretch 4,
in the league because he can re-
ally shoot and he’s athletic for his
size,” Hawkins said. “We're glad
to have him and I'll never forget
that he committed to us, calling
from his cellphone from the park-
ing lot right after we offered him
a scholarship.”

Brown potentially could extend
his scholarship for a sixth season
next year because of injury-short-
ed seasons, but he’s trying not to
think about that option right now.

“I am probably eligible for it,

NBA scouts. He'll draw a lot of

Tony Desak/AP
Western Michigan’s Shayne Whl!tmgtnn Ilas gotten attention from

but I'm not sure what I'm going
to do,” he said. “I'm just going to
focus on what we’re trying to do
against Syracuse.”

‘Western Michigan has won two
NCAA tournament games, one in
1998 against Clemson and in 1976
against Virginia Tech, in three
previous chances.

Win No. 3 in the NCAA tour-
nament will not be easy, playing

a talented team in what will es-
sentially be a road game, but Or-
ange coach Jim Boeheim insisted
his team won’t take the Broncos
lightly.

“Anybody you play in this tour-
nament now, you’re going to have
a tough game,” Boeheim said.
“There’s no such thing as an easy
starting game in the NCAA tour-
nament anymore.”
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North Carolina State forward T.J. Warren dunks against Xavier in the first-round game of the NCAA tournament on Tuesday in Dayton, Ohio.
Warren scored 16 of his 25 points in the second half to lead the Wolfpack to the first-round victory.

Warren shines for NC State

Albany survives back-and-forth game for first tournament victory ever

By JoE Kay

The Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — In his second try, T.J.
Warren became an NCAA tournament star.

The ACC’s player of the year put on a show
Tuesday night, scoring 16 of his 25 points in
the second half of North Carolina State’s 74-
59 victory over Xavier on the opening day of
the NCAA’s First Four.

Then, it was off to the airport and a two-hour
flight to Orlando, Fla., where the fast-clos-
ing Wolfpack (22-12) will play on Thursday
against fifth-seeded St. Louis in the Midwest
Regional.

Warren was the main reason N.C. State got
another flight to somewhere other than home.
He made up for his forgettable tournament
showing a year earlier on the same floor and
prevented Xavier (21-14) from getting any
traction in the second half.

“I just wanted to come out and be aggres-
sive,” said Warren, who was 10-for-18 from
the field. “My shots wouldn’t fall in the first
half, but my teammates did a great job of find-
ing m

No surprlse there.

“Eventually in a 40-minute game, he’s going
to find a way,” coach Mark Gottfried said.

Center Matt Stainbrook led Xavier with 19
points and nine rebounds despite an injured
left knee. Leading scorer Semaj Christon was
limited to 14 points, and Xavier made only two
of 14 shots from beyond the arc.

Xavier’s biggest disappointment was its in-
ability to slow down the Wolfpack in the sec-
ond half, when N.C. State shot 61.5 percent
from the field.

“We weren’t ourselves today on defense,”
Stainbrook said. “We build our identity on de-
fense. When we can’t get stops, it ruins every-
thing else. Overall, it was just a shambles.”

Xavier was playing in a familiar arena less
than an hour from campus. Familiar, but not

entirely friendly. Fans of the Dayton Flyers
— a long-time rival — booed loudly as they
took the court.

Warren helped N.C. State take all the drama
out of the game in the final 11 minutes.

The Wolfpack went six years between
NCAA appearances before Gottfried got
them there three years in a row. This was his
youngest and least-experienced team: Only
two players with tournament experience.
They got one of the final at-large bids with a
strong closing run, winning five of their last
six games, including an upset of Syracuse in
the ACC tournament.

Warren was the key. And he really wanted a
second chance at the NCAA tournament.

As a freshman last year, he managed only
four points as N.C. State lost to Temple 76-72
in its opening game in Dayton. He’s grown
a lot in one year, leading the ACC with 24.8
points per game this season and hitting the
40-point mark twice.

In the opening game on Tuesday, Albany
gotits first NCAA tournament victory, holding
on for a 71-64 win over Mount St. Mary’s. D.J.
Evans scored 22 points and hit two clinching
free throws with 12.6 seconds left.

The Great Danes (19-14) earned a shot
against overall No. 1 seed and top-ranked
Florida in Orlando on Thursday.

The game provided a wild start to the tour-
nament. Albany scored the first 13 points and
led 21-2 after the opening 82 minutes, only to
have Mount St. Mary’s (16-17) respond with a
21-2 run of its own to draw even.

Peter Hooley hit two free throws and, the
next time down court, scored on a driving
layup over a defender for a 67-64 lead. Mount
St. Mary’s, which hit 12 of 37 three-pointers,
missed two of them in the final 68 seconds.

“We had to go on a little run of our own,
and we did,” said Hooley, who had 20 points.
“They went on another run, and then we had
to fight back and make another run. That’s

AL BeHRMAN/AP

Albany guard Peter Hooley drives for two
of his 20 points against Mount St. Mary’s
guard Julian Norfleet during the NCAA

tournament first-round game on Tuesday.

what we pride ourselves on, being resilient.
The fact that we managed to pull it out is a
great thing.”

Albany got its first NCAA win.

“Our goal coming into this game was to stay
big, play big, be strong,” said Great Danes
coach Will Brown. “I'm proud of my guys. We
weathered the storm, we stayed the course,
and we made plays down the stretch.”
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Hello, Cleveland
LeBron dumps 43 points on Cavaliers as
MIAMI .
HEAT Heat roll to victory | NBA roundup, Page 25
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Rob Jeter, - Saul Phillips, Tony Bennett,
Milwaukee North Dakota State Virginia

W 2013-14 record: 21-13, W 2013-14 record: 25-6, W 2013-14 record: 28-6, At
Horizon  League  tournament Summit League regular-season lantic Coast Conference regular-
champion and tournament champion season and tournament champion

W NCAA tournament seed: W NCAA tournament seed: W NCAA tournament seed:
No. 15 in East region No. 12 in West region No. 1 in East region

B First game: vs. No. 2 seed W First game: vs. No. 5 seed W First game: vs. No. 16 seed

Villanova (28-4) Friday at First Ni-
agra Center in Buffalo, N.Y.

Oklahoma Thursday at Spokane
Arena in Spokane, Wash.

Coastal Carolina (21-12) Friday at
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C.

‘I think as an assistant, you wonder if he’s
really enjoying the moment. He really is, but
he’s so competitive. ?

Rob Jeter
Former assistant coach at Wisconsin under Bo Ryan, right

sons
also rise

Wisconsin mentor’s coaching tree
in full bloom for NCAA tourney trio

By GENARO C. ARMAS nice to be dancing.”
The Associated Press Second-seeded Wisconsin opens the
. tournament Thursday against 15th-seeded
i . MADISON, Wis.  American in Milwaukee. Ho-hum, just a
omewhere in a Wisconsin basketball  16th straight year in the NCAAs for the
media guide or highlight DVD is a Badgers.
photo that made coach Bo Ryan es- Bennett, a Wisconsin assistant for Ry-
pecially proud this past week. an’s Badgers debut season in 2001, has
Ryan remembers it well. He’s there with  Virginia one better as the top seed in
then-assistants Rob Jeter, Tony Bennett and the East region after winning the
Saul Phillips celebrating a big Badgers vic- ACC. The Cavaliers face Coastal
tory. Now they’re all in the NCAA tourna- Carolina on Friday in Raleigh,
ment together as head coaches. N.C.
The Ryan coaching tree is in full bloom Phillips, an assistant
this March. under Ryan at Wiscon-
“Everybody that’s in that huddle is in the sin-Milwaukee before
NCAA tournament,” Ryan said. “It’s always SEE SONS ON PAGE 28
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